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Commencement date: 22 June 2009
Purpose:
To summarise the procedure to be followed for investigation of animal health problems affecting research projects.
This procedure supplements the Animal Services Unit Manual Standard Operating Procedures.
Procedure:
Quarterly Health Monitoring

1. The Animal Services Unit performs a quarterly health monitoring check of rodents housed within the breeding and research holding facilities.
2. Rodents from each of the animal facilities are forwarded to an external pathology service where they are tested for a range of pathogenic organisms through PCR, microbiology, parasitology, histopathology and serology examination

3. Results of this testing are placed on the ASU website

4. Researchers are notified of abnormal results via the animal research email list.

Animal Health Concerns.
Where researchers identify potential health problems in research animals through clinical signs, deaths or aberrant research results the ASU will be notified of the problem as soon as possible.
The ASU and AWTU will consult with the researchers and develop an action plan for the investigation and resolution of the problem.
Animals used for the purpose of investigating the health problems will be the responsibility of the Animal Services Unit.

Where it is necessary to replicate the conditions of the research to obtain meaningful samples for the investigation of the disease process, standard operating procedures approved by the Animal Care and Ethics Committee will be used and researchers may be involved in the technical aspects of such investigations.
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