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OVERVIEW

Cities and regions everywhere are undergoing 
complex transformation.  

Global processes of social, cultural, economic, 
political and environmental change are 
generating new patterns in how people live 
and work; how they are governed: how their 
economies are managed; how they connect 
to global and local communities and how 
they connect to their environments.  These 
transformations produce critical challenges for 
communities, economies and environments 
and for their governance.

From geographical and interdisciplinary 
perspectives, CURS’ research focuses 
on the factors driving urban and regional 
transformations, their outcomes, the challenges 
they present and the prospects of creating 
just and sustainable urban, rural and regional 
communities, economies and environments. 

Through basic, applied and community-
engaged research, CURS contributes 
theoretically informed and empirically grounded 
knowledge and policy-relevant insights on the 
processes, dynamics and challenges of urban 
and regional change.  

Our work connects to contemporary issues 
in public policy and practice through strong 
collaborative relationships with state 
government departments, local government 
agencies, and private, not-for-profit and 
community organisations.

EXPERTISE 

CURS has strong local and international networks and 
wide expertise across areas including: 

Urban and Regional Social Development

Asset-based Community and Economic Development

Housing and Neighbourhood Studies

Critical Development Studies

Community Adaptation to Climate Change

Cultural Politics of the Environment

Resource Management Conflicts

University Engagement with Regions and Communities

Our researchers have methodological expertise in 
qualitative research methodologies—including in-
depth interviewing, focus groups and participatory 
action research—as well as expertise in 
questionnaire surveys. 

CENTRE FOR  
URBAN & REGIONAL 
STUDIES (CURS) 



WORKING WITH US 

CURS has the research expertise 
and experience to support and 
enable projects with Australian and 
international organisations—including 
government agencies, community-based 
organisations, not-for-profit organisations 
and businesses—to build understanding 
of the processes, dynamics and 
challenges of urban and regional change 
and to identify the responses needed to 
create just and sustainable communities, 
economies and environments.  

Research Services
We can provide the research and insight 
into guide organisations’ responses to 
the challenges of urban and regional 
transformation and to inform effective and 
practical policy outcomes. 
Our approach is collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, and innovative. Our 
methods are effective. Our research is 
creative and high quality.  
We are experienced in communicating 
complex issues in an accessible and 

engaging way. Our researchers are often 
invited to speak at conferences, forums, 
workshops and seminars. We are also 
frequently called upon by print, radio and 
television journalists for expert opinion.

Partnerships
We have had many successful 
partnerships with state agencies and 
local governments, community-based 
organisations and businesses.

Publications: 
We are committed to sharing the results 
of our work. Details of our reports, journal 
articles and conference papers and other 
work can be found at our website: www.
newcastle.edu.au/research-centre/urban-
and-regional-studies/

Contact CURS:
P: +612 4921 5097
F: +612 4921 5877
E:  Pauline.Mcguirk@newcastle.edu.auCA
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  PROJECT	            PARTNER/FUNDERTOPIC 

Local Attitudes to 
Changing Land Use – 
Narrabri Shire

Drought Impact and 
Climate Change 
Adaptation

Urban Energy Transitions

Closing other gaps: Yolŋu 
Perspectives on and 
Proposals for Two-Ways 
Learning to Improve 
Intercultural 
Communication and Policy

Effective responses to climate change hinge on 
governing carbon, especially in our cities. This 
project will provide, for the first time, a baseline map 
and analysis of the actors, roles, relationships, and 
networks that govern carbon in Australia’s cities.

Investigates the attitudes and effects of local land-
use changes. This is to be the first of several 
national studies exploring changing land-use 
patterns in rural and regional communities.

This NCCARF-funded project examines how 
drought impacts effect farming communities 
in regional Victoria. It considers the barriers to 
adaptation and offers insights into how government 
policy might be reframed to think of drought areas 
in terms other than ‘crisis -ridden’. 

Investigates the pathways, practices, and political 
dynamics of energy transitions in Australia's two 
largest cities. Through a focus on CBDs and 
suburban office parks it identifies opportunities for 
and barriers to transition and sheds new light on 
the limits and potentials of urban energy transitions.

Working with Indigenous authorities in Northeast 
Arnhem Land, the project will draw on their 
effective approaches to cultural tourism to improve 
inter-cultural communication capacity in key 
sectors ofAustralian society.

 ARC Discovery Project 
with Macquarie University, 
Durham University,UK

National Climate Change 
Adaptation Research 
Facility, Sinclair Knight 
Merz

ARC Discovery Project 
with Macquarie University

RECENT SUCCESSES
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ARC Discovery Project 
with Macquarie University

NSW Dept of Primary 
Industries, with CSRER, 
UoN 

Building a More 
Sustainable City: Official 
and Everyday Practices of 
Regeneration

Explores urban regeneration at a city-wide scale, 
investigating how the urban fabric is changed by 
both official large-scale regeneration projects and 
the everyday practices of households.

ARC Discovery Project 
with Macquarie University

Strengths-Based Ways of 
Working with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
Communities 

Focuses on the ways that community development 
practitioners employ strengths-based practices in 
their work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities to build resilience for better 
development outcomes. 

Centre for Appropriate 
Technology    

Urban Carbon Governance




