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For other practical approaches to learning activities visit the 
teaching resources page:  
www.newcastle.edu.au/teachingresources

HAVE YOU TRIED ROLE PLAY?

     Active learning in the classroom 

Acknowledgement This resource is based on the “Not a waste of space” project materials produced by 
RMIT University and the University of Melbourne, with the support of the Australian Government Office for 
Learning and Teaching (http://bit.ly/1DfqYpf). Used under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 
Unported License.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Students explore a scenario by playing a role or context. Students are 
usually provided with the characteristics and goals of the role they are 
asked to play and then interact with each other. For example, one  
person might play an angry parent and another person may play the 
child’s teacher at a parent teacher interview. 

Or students are asked to imagine themselves in an imaginary context.  
For example, at the airport, in a job interview or in a court case as a 
defendant. Note: Some students may find role playing difficult because 
of their own background. Be aware too that not all students will want to 
perform in front of the class. Ask for volunteers or get the students to 
work in groups.

WHAT IS IT?

Role playing involves students 
taking on roles different to 
themselves and pretending to 
be that character or playing 
themselves in an imaginary 
context.

WHY USE IT?

Role play is fun and 
memorable. It helps students 
to imagine different scenarios 
in a safe environment.

HOW CAN IT BE 
USED?

•  Act out a scene that might 
happen in the workplace for 
your discipline eg. a court 
room or a social work 
meeting.

•  Using a photograph or an  
object as a prompt, act out  
the people’s lives.

•  Provide roles and scenarios  
and roleplay multiple 
responses to the situation.

•  Get students to freeze 
during a role play and ask 
them how they are feeling. 

WHERE TO FIND RESOURCES

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/teachingresources
http://bit.ly/1DfqYpf

