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‘The previous issues have scarred my impressions of authorities and their 
misuse of power in many forms.’

‘The after effects of abuse lowered my self confidence and esteem so that I 
felt I did not deserve a better life. Therefore I was reluctant to seek out 
tertiary studies.’

‘Financial abuse because full time study meant not being able to work as 
much and contribute to household costs.’

‘My ex said I was too stupid and too dumb to go to uni. I believed him for a 
long time. I was lucky I had some friends who encouraged me to try open 
foundation.’

‘Mental health, being unsure of whether or not I would succeed and, 
essentially, questioning whether I deserved to be a student.’



‘PTSD, Anxiety & depression make it incredibly difficult to study or function. 
Also, they convinced me my Sleep Disorder was laziness and so I never pushed 
for a diagnosis/help. Violence right before exams made me unable to 
participate in them due to distress. I failed courses I would never have otherwise. 
I have countless withdrawals due to being unable to cope.’

‘A significant GBV event occurred just prior to starting my honours year. My 
ability to perform was greatly impacted for a number of months while I 
recovered physically and psychologically.’

‘During my first attempt at degree my partner made it impossible for me to 
study by behaving in a violent and controlling way. This prevented me from 
being able to meet assessment deadlines and attend res school. I felt extremely 
afraid and isolated and was not able to access student support to gain 
assistance with approved withdrawals and remittance of fees etc. I was deeply 
afraid that my partner would find the letters or emails and become violent. This 
resulted in a huge hecs debt.’





























This presentation draws on research 
prepared and published on Awabakal, 
Darkinjung, Gadigal, Wonnarua and Worimi 
lands. We acknowledge the unceded lands on 
which we work and we pay our respects to 
Elders past and present. 

The artwork for this project was produced by 
participants in the Claim Our Place 
workshops as part of this study. They 
collaboratively planned the cover and 
produced individual elements. These 
elements were collated by Anna Rolfe at the 
University Galleries. 

We would like to thank the participants for 
their courage and generosity in sharing their 
experiences.
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