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This factsheet is intended for University of Newcastle staff and students to use in the context of their employment or study only and provides 
general advice.  Users should contact the Copyright Advisor if they have specific questions or concerns. 

What are Creative Commons licences? 
Creative Commons (CC) licences allow creators to take control of the copyright in their copyright and choose the licensing 
conditions for their works.  They provide standardised permissions for users to share, reuse, and remix content. 

What do the different icons and terms mean? 

 

Creative Commons (CC) logo 
This may be included to identify that the work has been licensed under Creative Commons.  It 
does not mean that the work is outside of copyright – the work is still copyrighted to a creator 
or owner. 

 

Attribution (BY) 
CC licence element – When you use a work in any way you must give credit (in the way 
requested), but so that it suggests endorsement of the use.  If you want to use a work without 
giving you credit or for endorsement purposes, you must get permission first. 

 

Non-Commercial (NC) 
CC licence element – You can copy, distribute, display, perform, modify (depending on other 
licence elements) and use the work for any purpose other than commercially.  Commercial use 
will require that you get permission first. 

 

No Derivative Works (ND) 
CC licence element – You can copy, distribute, display, and perform only original copies of the 
work.  You can create modified works for your own personal use, but if you want to share 
modified works you must get permission first. 

 

Share-Alike (SA) 
CC licence element – You can copy, distribute, display, perform, and modify the work, as long as 
any modified works are shared under the same terms (i.e. the same licence as the original).  To 
share modified works under other terms you must get permission first. 

 

Public Domain (CC Zero) 
Public Domain tool (not a CC licence) – the creator has dedicated the work to the Public Domain, 
meaning that the work is not copyrighted.  You can copy, distribute, display, perform, modify and 
use the work for any purpose, including without attribution. 

 

Public Domain (Public Domain Mark) 
Public Domain tool (not a CC licence) – the work is not copyrighted.  This may be due to age, 
function, or other reasons.  You can copy, distribute, display, perform, modify and use the work 
for any purpose, including without attribution. 

How can I use CC material? 

Follow the directions provided for reuse.  For example, any CC material with an ND licence (see above) should only be used in 
an unadapted form – you cannot transform it into something new.  See Reusing Works under CC for more. 

For more information see Copyright Support below. 
 

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/library/support-for-researchers/copyright/open-licensing/Understanding-Licensing-Reusing-works-under-Creative-Commons.pdf

