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On behalf of the Singapore Alumni Chapter, I am delighted 
to have celebrated UON Singapore’s 10th anniversary. This 
momentous occasion was indeed a reason to celebrate a 
decade of success and growth of UON.

As both ambassadors and alumni of UON, the chapter 
members are very happy to be a part of this journey. The 
Singapore Alumni Chapter organises various professional 
development events, as well as social activities such as BBQs 
and movie nights. These events are the platform for us to 
network and share our UON memories. 

I invite you all to participate in our Alumni Chapter events, to 
develop new friendships or rekindle old ones. I look forward to 
another ten years of success and to seeing our UON alumni 
community continue to grow and support one another. 

Mr Kaushik Bhanushali 
President 
UON Singapore Alumni Chapter

We are delighted to have celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
the establishment of UON Singapore, a wholly-owned entity 
of the University of Newcastle, Australia, in 2016.

Over the past ten years, more than 4,000 future-ready 
students have graduated from the University’s programs 
at UON Singapore. We are committed to ensure that our 
graduates deliver their professional best, enjoy outstanding 
success across the globe, and are proud ambassadors of 
the University.

Leveraging the University of Newcastle’s excellence in 
teaching and research, UON Singapore draws students 
from over 39 countries and is a footprint of the University of 
Newcastle in Singapore and the broader region. With the 
diversity of cultures and the most conducive environment to 
pursue tertiary education, UON Singapore provides a unique 
opportunity for our students to draw the most value from their 

university studies in Singapore, and make a difference in 
transforming businesses, industry, communities, regions, and 
the broader society.

Reflecting on this important milestone, I would like to 
recognise your contributions and invite you to continue 
engaging with UON as a valued member of our alumni family, 
inspiring our current students to be leaders in their fields of 
endeavour.

Professor Amir Mahmood 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Chief Executive Officer 
UON Singapore

A message from the 
UON Singapore Alumni 
Chapter President

A message from 
Professor Amir Mahmood 
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Dr CHEW Heng Ching David

Honorary Degree - Doctor of Engineering 2003
Bachelor of Arts (Economics) 1975
Bachelor of Engineering (Industrial) (Honours) 1975

Founding President of the Singapore Institute of Directors, 
former Deputy Speaker of the Singapore Parliament and 
former Chairman of the Singapore International Chamber 
of Commerce.

Dr CHEONG Koon Hean

Honorary Degree – Doctor of Architecture 2010
Bachelor of Architecture 1981
Bachelor of Science (Architecture) 1979

Acclaimed visionary, credited with shaping much of 
Singapore’s urban landscape including the Marina Bay 
transformation. 

Minister KHAW Boon Wan
Patron of the Singapore Alumni Chapter

Honorary Degree – Doctor of Engineering 2002
Bachelor of Commerce 1978
Bachelor of Engineering 1978

Instrumental in the restructure of public hospitals, reforming 
MediShield and now transforming infrastructure and 
transport through his Ministerial roles. 

Mr Bill CHUA

Bachelor of Engineering 1977
Bachelor of Arts 1976

Well renowned business leader in financial services 
management and founding President and Patron of UON’s 
Singapore Alumni Chapter.

Mr CHOO Heng Thong

Bachelor of Engineering 1978

Founder of Spindex Industries and author of ‘The Accidental 
Entrepreneur’.

Professor ER Meng Hwa

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Electrical and Computer Engineering) 1986

A pioneering engineer, recognised in The Institution of 
Engineering and Technology’s Top 126 Most Influential 
Engineers.

Celebrating UON 
graduates in Singapore
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Dr William Tan

Bachelor of Medicine 2005

Neuroscientist, Physician, Paralympian, World Records 
Holder, International Inspirational Speaker.

Professor Margaret Tan

Diploma in Business Studies 1978
Bachelor of Commerce 1976

A ground-breaking researcher focused on social media, cyber 
security and data protection.

Dr TAN Chin Nam

Honorary Degree - Doctor of Engineering 1998
Bachelor of Arts (Economics) 1974
Bachelor of Engineering 1973

Held a distinguished career in the Singapore Public Service. 
His accolades include four Public Administration Medals 
(Singapore), inclusion in the Singapore Computer Society 
IT Leader’s Hall of Fame, Eminent Alumnus Award of the 
Australian Government and Australian Alumini Singapore.

Dr Peter TAY Buan Huat

Honorary Degree – Doctor of Engineering 2015
Bachelor of Arts (Economics) 1973
Bachelor of Engineering (Industrial) 1972

An icon of commercial enterprise, Dr Tay orchestrated 
the transformation of Singapore Food Industries into an 
international powerhouse.

Meet our alumni
Xiaoxuan Chen
Bachelor of Business 2014

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
Great learning materials and the guidance of my lecturers gave 
me the confidence to secure a job in the corporate working 
environment.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
The group projects - through them I have made some great 
friends!

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Work hard and play hard too! You are never alone as the UON 
lecturers will be there for you.
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Fandi Ardi Putra
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) 2014

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
In today’s changing and competitive economy, having a 
university degree gave me an advantage when looking for 
employment. Graduating from UON helped me pursue my 
career in Singapore. My degree not only provided me with 
relevant knowledge but also helped me develop key skills such 
as communication, teamwork and problem solving. Having a 
degree from UON has certainly changed my life for the better.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
There are many good memories I have from studying at UON 
Singapore but my favourite memory is completing my project 
demonstration in my final year. After spending eight stressful 
months working on the project, I felt accomplished and 
successful once it was done. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
For all current students who are taking the Electrical 
Engineering course at UON: it will be tough at times but always 
work hard. YOU CAN DO IT! 

Meet our alumni
Jin Dar Lim
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
I am so proud to be a UON graduate because UON is one of 
the leading universities to study engineering. I have learned a 
lot in my three years study and I really enjoyed hearing some 
lecturers share their working experience as an engineer as well 
as provide advice on running a business. UON not only taught 
me how to perform well in an exam but also taught me how to 
achieve my future career goals.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
The favourite memory was doing the “WARMAN PROJECT” 
with my teammates. We were required to build devices to 
efficiently transport packaged e-waste over an obstacle of 
significant height. We faced a lot of problems during the 
build, but we worked as a team and tried our best to solve the 
problem. We eventually completed the problem and we also 
realised that team spirit is one of the keys to success.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
No matter how hard things seem, don’t give up! All of your 
hard work will pay off in the end. Build your network by joining 
student associations, enabling you to develop personally as well 
professionally.

Meet our alumni
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UON Singapore 
10th Anniversary Awards 
and Gala Dinner
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Gayathri Senthilvel
Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) 2013

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
My time spent as an UON student has shaped me into the 
person I am today. I have developed both personally and 
academically through my degree. Graduating from UON has 
given me confidence to face life after graduation.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
I will always remember working hard on my assignments and 
projects, and rushing to get them complete. However, my 
favourite memory was the time I spent fabricating a Stirling 
engine for a group project. The whole process of shaping and 
building something in the first year of studies intrigued me a lot.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Build great friendships. Expand your knowledge. Enjoy it! Do 
not stress too much about exams and assignments - it is the 
learning that matters the most.

Yeow Kwang Goh
Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
Obtaining a degree has opened up more career opportunities 
for me. I also feel more confident taking up new challenges in 
my current job. 

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
The time spent on my final year project is definitely my favourite 
memory. It required self-discipline and time management to 
meet the competing deadlines. I am very proud of myself for 
working through the project to complete it successfully.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Although the degree is tough at times, believe in yourself! Put 
your heart and mind into all your work. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
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Harivina Gunnaasankaraan
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) (Honours) 2012

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
Getting a UON degree reignited my passion for electrical 
engineering. My intellectual curiosity was also enhanced by 
UON lecturers who encouraged us to be independent learners 
and approach them any time. The degree opened the door 
to a highly interesting and demanding career path and also 
provided me with the opportunity to do a Doctorate in Electrical 
Engineering.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
Due to the small class sizes at UON, I was able to get to know 
all of my fellow students. My favourite memory would therefore 
be the time spent with my classmates. Assignments, projects 
and practicals were worked on together and as a result, learning 
was made enjoyable. I managed to form life-long friendships 
thanks to UON.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Carpe diem. Seize the moment. 
UON provides you with a vast amount of opportunities, so grab 
them. These opportunities will open various doors for you, just 
as they did for me.

Meet our alumniStudy trip to Newcastle
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Shi Wen Edrina Feng
Master of Business Administration 2013

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
I studied my Masters degree with UON and after graduation 
I changed my career path from Hospitality to Technology. 
The MBA degree not only provide me with a wide range of 
business knowledge but also provided me with better career 
opportunities. 

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
Being the youngest student in the part time MBA class (was 
only 21 years old then), I received different life and career 
perspectives while working with my talented classmates on 
project works and idea exchange. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
A qualification means nothing without the character and self-
drive to learn. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
Han Siang John Low
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
A UON degree makes anything possible and has given me 
greater job prospects.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
My favourite memory would be the time spent in class learning 
from my lecturers especially Dr Koh Yit Yan and Mr Teng Ngai 
Huat. Many thanks to them for making lessons exciting. Not 
only did they teach us the module, but they gave us insight into 
the experiences they had within the industry. Studying is not 
only about the grades you achieve, it’s also how you apply your 
lessons learnt to your life.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Stick with it! Your determination will pull you through.
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Meet our alumni Siloso beach Eco Tour
Poh Jiayi Cheryl
Bachelor of Communication (Honours) 2015

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
Getting a UON degree has indeed changed my life. It has given 
me a better understanding of who I am and how I think. As I 
completed my degree at the Callaghan campus I have many 
fond memories of studying and living in Newcastle. I was the 
most enjoyable time I have ever had.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
One of my favourite memories is living on the Callaghan 
campus at Barahineban in 2013. This amazing year gave me the 
chance to befriend students from all over the world. I enjoyed 
learning about their culture and sharing my culture with my new 
friends.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
For most of you, you only get to experience life as a University 
student once. Enjoy it and seize every opportunity that you’ve 
got coming your way. Never give up!
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Boon Chuan Xavier Kang
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
My UON degree opened up lots of opportunities for me and 
has equipped me with the necessary skills needed in the 
engineering industry.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
The sleepless nights drafting reports and writing my thesis.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Don’t ever give up, even if it seems impossible. The light beyond 
the tunnel is within your reach!

Vinh Thai John Le
Bachelor of Business 2013

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
The best decision that I ever made was enrolling as an 
undergraduate student at the University of Newcastle. It gives 
me confidence that I will achieve my career aspirations by 
having a UON degree.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
My favourite memory while studying at UON was being a 
member of Student Council and organising various events. 
Being a leader was an amazing experience and I had the 
opportunity to build my own team and to work alongside 
others. I am so glad that I did this as I made some life-long 
friends. I hope to build on this leadership experience in my 
professional career. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Learn, don’t study. Study helps you to pass, but learning helps 
you walk confidently in life. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
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UON Singapore and BCA 
Academy Funday
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Phuong Vy Nguyen
Bachelor of Business 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
I fast-tracked my studies through UON Singapore and 
completed my degree in 2 years. This not only saved me a lot of 
time, but it taught me time management and how to prioritise. 
Having completed a double major in both marketing and tourism 
allows me to have wider career opportunities.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
I was inspired by a lecturer, Mr Justin Kung, who taught most 
of my tourism modules. He is so passionate about his teaching 
that made me appreciate his efforts whenever I attended his 
class. He always made sure that I leave his class with new 
knowledge. I have learnt and grown so much under 
his guidance.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Study hard! A good academic grade may not be everything but 
it is the first step that helps a fresh graduate get closer to your 
dream job. Also, stay active and involved in curricular activities. 
These will help keep you healthy, make friends and develop 
better interpersonal skills. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
Steven Sanjaya
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
As a foreign student living in Singapore, getting a world-class 
degree has definitely been a life-changer. Although getting 
the first job in Singapore is definitely not easy in the slowing 
economy, I managed to secure a position as an engineer even 
before graduation. This, I believe, was due to having a UON 
degree.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
My favourite memory was my final year engineering project 
under the supervision of Dr. Hassan Ali. I learnt a lot about new 
software and amazing research happening within the Singapore 
energy sector.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Never doubt your own ability. Have faith and stay hopeful. 
Always persevere and finish the race no matter how long it 
takes! Start early in looking for a job and attend any networking 
events.
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BenvOHS 
Alumni Gathering Meet our alumni

Zin Htet Aung
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) 2013

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
There is a big difference between being a student and 
working in your desired industry. My UON degree gave me the 
confidence to make the leap and has given me the knowledge 
to succeed in my current profession.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
I really enjoyed the campus life at PSB academy but my 
favourite memory is working on the group project assignment 
and collaborating with one another. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
It will be stressful at times but studying at UON will also be one 
of the most wonderful moments of your life. Wishing you all a 
great life, full of adventure and success.
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Mohammad Adnan Bin Mohd Anuar
Bachelor of Environmental and Occupational Health 
and Safety 2013

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
UON gave me the knowledge and practical skills which assist 
me in my career as a professional Safety Practitioner.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
Working during the day and studying part-time at night can 
be quite taxing but the wonderful Environmental, Health and 
Occupational Safety lecturers at UON, especially Dr Charles, 
Dr Kavita and Dr Patrick, make the lessons worthwhile 
and exciting. By sharing their knowledge and professional 
experiences, their classes are very relatable and exciting. I’m 
honoured to be part of the UON family.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Stay positive and be attentive. The knowledge from the lecturers 
are worth your time and effort to attend classes each night. 
Always come to class with an open mind!

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
Shahnaz Binte Nazimuddeen
Bachelor of Business 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
My program inspired me to challenge myself, helped me 
develop my research skills and improved the way I work 
amongst people from diverse backgrounds. I now have an open 
mind and I always think global but act local when it comes to 
business.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
I’ve enjoyed learning alongside my group of friends from around 
the globe. Problem solving was much more fascinating and 
inspiring as I took into account diverse perspectives. In the end 
it is all about the people around you.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Life and business is a learning experience. Keep an open mind 
and learn from those around you. Never give up. Persevere, 
work hard and achieve your dreams. 
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Ting Keng Tang
Bachelor of Environmental and Occupational Health 
and Safety 2014

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
Getting a degree from a reputable and recognised university 
like UON has helped put me on the right career path. It gave me 
the opportunity to network with students and academics, and 
provided me with better job prospects. It has also enabled me 
to grow personally as well as professionally. 

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
The wonderful array of lecturers sharing their different expertise, 
from academics to industry practitioners, would be my favourite 
memory. I also cherish the friendships with my peers and my 
lecturers. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Seek advice from your peers when you encounter difficulties 
and be sure to approach your lecturers. Work with your 
classmates as a team and you will graduate with ease. Enjoy 
your time studying at UON – you will make the greatest 
memories which will last a lifetime.

Meet our alumni
2016 UON Singapore 
Graduation
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Thura Zaw
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
UON gave me a world-class engineering degree and I am now 
confident in my profession due to the knowledge I obtained 
during my studies.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
My teachers – they provided me with support and guidance 
which I am very thankful for. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
You may face difficulty and failure but there is no time to cry 
– a bright future is waiting for you. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
Jennifer Shyna Sumitha 
D/O Pannisilvam
Bachelor of Communication 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
A large part of who I am today was forged by my experiences 
whilst studying at UON.  It has given me the opportunity to 
make connections with people. I’ve learned perseverance, hard 
work and the value of support from loved ones. This degree has 
been my ticket to travel, explore, be independent and disciplined 
and as a consequence I have been rewarded with a fulfilling life. 
Education is expensive but no one can ever repossess it.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
While undertaking my studies abroad at the Callaghan campus, 
my journalism class required me to produce a news story. This 
lead me to research domestic abuse and speak to women 
involved. Through this story, I was able to make a difference in 
the community and raise awareness.

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Believe. Your dreams won’t die as long as you hold them dear. 
Say yes to every opportunity you get. When I got the chance to 
study abroad, that ‘yes’ led to so many amazing life experiences. 
When you overcome challenges, you develop character and 
confidence. This confidence allows you to think big. You are no 
longer worried about ‘if’s and ‘but’s because you are capable of 
overcoming all hurdles.
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UON Alumni 
Cocktail Reception 
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Vaishnavi Nagapandian
Master of Business Administration 2015

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
My degree made me be bold, proactive and think outside of 
the box. All my assignments were related to real-time global 
business scenarios, so it has really helped me in my current job. 
I am comfortable working with people from different cultures. 
Together we develop innovative solutions for complex problems 
whilst also managing priorities time effectively.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
My human resource management class. We didn’t just sit and 
listen in class, we engaged in activities to best understand 
each new topic. This enhanced my learning experience and 
helped me maintain a good working relationship with my peers 
and lecturers. It was a bonus that we got candies for active 
engagement in tasks and activities!

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Keep an open mind. Stay spirited and enthusiastic during class 
and ask your lecturers questions. 

Meet our alumni Meet our alumni
Ao Yang
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Mechanical) 2016

How has getting a UON degree changed your life?  
My studies have opened more doors for my career and I 
am confident that my UON degree will help me achieve my 
professional goals.

Your favourite memory from studying a UON degree? 
It was an honour to be a Peer Assisted Study Session (PASS) 
leader and help my fellow students with their studies. 

What piece of advice would you give 
to current students? 
Put your knowledge into practice. Apply what you have learnt to 
real life scenarios.
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10 things you didn’t know 
about UON Singapore  
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 UON Singapore has produced more than 4,000 graduates from 39 countries 
in the last 10 years.

In 2001, UON Singapore launched its first program in Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Mechatronics) and 
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Mechanical) with NOVO Group, a subsidiary of PSB Academy. 

 Our flagship program – Bachelor of Environmental, Occupational Health and Safety – was introduced in 2002 
and is the first of its kind in the industry. It is also a program that is customised and delivered only in Singapore. 

 The Bachelor of Communication degree is the ONLY degree in Singapore that consists of a double major 
in public relations and journalism.

 UON Singapore is a wholly-owned entity of the University of Newcastle, Australia and has a physical presence 
with full-time academic and professional staff based locally.

 Our UON Singapore academic staff are also researchers – working on research grants and publishing journals, 
books, papers and presentations. We have produced and published 10 books, 30 book chapters, 77 journal articles 
and 108 conference papers and presentations. 

 Our students from Singapore aced their cohort and have been awarded with University and Faculty Medals. 

 UON has a Singapore Alumni Chapter that continues to gather together and build strong connections 
with Australian bodies in Singapore. 

 We have strong professional networks with Institute of Public Relations of Singapore, Singapore Computer 
Society, Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, CPA Australia and Engineers Australia.

 UON Singapore has Industry Advisory Committees for 
Environmental Occupational Health and Safety and Engineering 
degrees to ensure alignment with the industry.
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