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YOUTH FORUM 'We've grown up with environmental issues'

Young have say on climate crisis

Alanna Tomazin

AT THE forefront of environ-
mental advocacy, the future
leaders of tomorrow are
passionate about discussing
their right to a healthy envi-
ronment.

Helping to uplift that
discussion, the University
of Newcastle's Centre for
Law and Social Justice host-
ed its 2023 Youth Forum
on Wednesday.

Fifty-five students from
across years 9 to 11 at 12 dif-
ferent schools in the Hunter
region gathered at the Uni-
versity of Newcastle's NUs-
pace campus to share in their
passion for a future that they
can contribute to right now.

Merewether High School's
year 10 student Isobel Red-
ford said the day was an op-
portunity for young people
to get their point across and
promote a proposal to the
government.

"We discussed the need
for a youth voice in parlia-
ment and how the perspec-
tive of young people should
be incorporated more in
environmentally sustainable
approaches,” she said.

She said there was a lack
of access for young people
to influence policy making
around a healthy environ-
ment and there was a dis-
connect between the older
and future generations.

Students gathered at NUspace to talk about the future of a healthy environment. Picture supplied

"I feel like there's a lot of
stereotypes that young peo-
ple shouldn't have a voice,
because we're inexperienced
and don't have the knowl-
edge, yet we've grown up
with environmental issues,"
she said.

"It's very much been a
part of our childhood and
I'm really passionate about it
because I don't want it to be
detrimental to my kids' fu-
tures or future generations."

UON Human Rights

School of Law and Justice
associate  professor Amy
Maguire said several stu-
dents talked about their per-
ception of barriers between
generations.

"They described it as a so-
cietal view of young people
as politically and socially
ignorant compared to older
generations and how that's
driven by this idea that expe-
rience is equated to knowl-
edge," she said.

"Already, in their very

short lifetimes they've seen
so much dramatic change
in the environment. They
feel like they're not heard
enough or taken seriously
enough by decision-makers,
and they want people to stop
talking to them about being
the leaders of tomorrow and
recognise that they can con-
tribute valuabley right now."

St Francis Xavier College
Hamilton year 11 student Sa-
rah Davies said young adults
can help find resources to

contribute to a better future.

"We can help change our
resources and our right to a
healthy environment for our
future. I've lived through this
and seen how if we do noth-
ing to help our environment,
we will lose out in the future,"
she said.

Professor Maguire said the
students also discussed prac-
tical ways to sustain a healthy
environment through transi-
tioning away from fossil fuels
towards clean energy.

Content within this media item are licensed by Copyright Agency. You must not copy this
work without permission. You may only copy or communicate this email and the work(s)
within with an appropriate license. Copyright Streem Pty Ltd, 2023.

Streem



