
Participating and Supporting Criteria 

Definition of Participating Faculty 

AACSB Characterisation of Participating Faculty 

“A participating faculty member actively engages in the activities of the school in matters beyond 
direct teaching responsibilities. Such matters might include policy decisions, educational 
directions, advising, research, and service commitments. The faculty member may participate in 
the governance of the school, and be eligible to serve as a member on appropriate committees 
that engage in academic policymaking and/or other decisions. The individual may participate in a 
variety of non-class activities such as directing extracurricular activity, providing academic and 
career advising, and representing the school on institutional committees. The school considers the 
faculty member to be a long term member of the faculty regardless of whether or not the 
appointment is of a full-time or part-time nature, regardless of whether or not the position with the 
school is considered the faculty member's principal employment, and regardless of whether or not 
the school has tenure policies. The individual may be eligible for, and participate in, faculty 
development activities and take non-teaching assignments for such activities as advising as 
appropriate to the faculty role as defined at the school.”  

We follow these stipulations in our decisions regarding participating and supporting faculty. 
Generally, faculty who have continuing and contract appointments, as well as some conjoint staff, 
are participating faculty because of their professional obligations beyond direct teaching. While not 
all sessional appointments include responsibilities beyond teaching, an academic will be 
considered a “participating” faculty member if they are involved in at least three of the following 
activities beyond classroom instruction and office hours:  

• Attendance at discipline, program, school, faculty or university meetings, including, for example 
school assessment board. 

• Participation in a curriculum-related activity, such as curriculum reviews and updates, or 
gathering and analysis of assessment data.  

• Service on a department, college or university group or project. 

• Participation in an activity that contributes to the scholarship mission of the college. 

• Provision of learning support to students above that required as part of direct teaching 
requirements. 

• Participation in a discipline, school, faculty or university student-focused activity such as 
pastoral care, involvement in student social program.  

• Preparation and delivery of instruction in non-degree education sponsored by the college, such 
as executive education. 

Involvement in training and development activities at the School or Faculty level 
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