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What type of review are you doing?

Bibliometric review

Critical review

Integrative review

Literature review

Mapping review

Meta analysis

Mixed methods review

Mixed studies review

Grant, MJ, & Booth, A. (2009). A typology of reviews: An analysis of 14 review types and associated methodologies. Health Information and 
Libraries Journal, 26: 91-108. doi:10.1111/j.1471-1842.2009.00848.x

Narrative review

Rapid review

Scoping review

State of the art review

Systematic review 

Systematic search and review

Systematized review

Umbrella review

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-1842.2009.00848.x


Does a review already exist?

Before starting work on a review first check to ensure that a review doesn’t already exist, or is 
currently under investigation.

Check for protocols and reviews via:

– Prospero

– Cochrane

– JBI

– Plus limit database searches (Medline, Embase, CINAHL, etc) to reviews

More details: libguides.newcastle.edu.au/sysreviews/locatingsr

https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/
http://ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au/login?url=https://www.cochranelibrary.com
http://ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au/login?url=http://access.ovid.com/custom/unew999/unew999_ovidjbiwheel.htm
http://ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au/login?url=http://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=n&CSC=Y&PAGE=main&D=ppez
http://ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au/login?url=http://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&MODE=ovid&PAGE=main&D=EMCZD
http://ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ccm
http://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/sysreviews/locatingsr


P Older adults

I Bedrails

C No comparison

0 Prevention of falls

1. Developing an effective search strategy

P Patient, Population or Problem

I Intervention, Prognostic 
Factor, or Exposure

C Comparison

0 Outcome you would like to 
measure

What is the effectiveness of bedrails for preventing falls among older 
adults?



1. Developing an effective search strategy

Identify synonyms and related terms

• Think laterally – how would someone else describe the same concept? 
• Is different terminology used internationally?
• Check search strategies included in Cochrane  and other systematic reviews
• Use truncation for capturing words with alternate endings:

• aborigin* retrieves aborigine, aborigines, aboriginal, aboriginality, etc

Bedrails
Bedrail, bed 

rail*, side rail*, 
cot side*, safety 

rail*, physical 
restraint*

Falls
Fall*, accidental 

fall*, slip*

Older Adults
Older 

person/people/
men/women, 

elderly, ageing, 
aging, aged, 

geriatric*

What is the effectiveness of bedrails for preventing falls among older 
adults?



1. Developing an effective search strategy

Link concepts and words

• OR bed rail* OR bedrail* OR side rail* OR safety rail*
(Used to broaden your search, increasing the number of records)

•AND (all of the bed rail terms) AND (all of the older adults terms) AND                      
(all of the falls terms)
(Used to narrow a search, decreasing the number of records)

• NOT
humans NOT animals
(Used to narrow a search)



2. Where to search

Journal Databases
Bibliographic
Citation analysis databases

Grey Literature Sources
Government documents
Reports
Theses
Clinical Trials Registers
Conferences

Handsearching
Key high-yield journals
Reference lists of included studies



2. Where to search

libguides.newcastle.edu.au/medicine  



Develop the search in one databases 
(usually Medline)

- For each of the PICO elements enter 
each word or phrase separately

- Use a combination of subject heading 
and keyword searches

- Combine alternate terms for each PICO 
element with OR

- Once all terms for each PICO element 
are entered, combine each of the sets 
with AND

- Finally, apply any limits required (such 
as year of publication, language, human)

3. Searching databases



Save the search strategy

Each database allows searches to be saved – this is helpful when you need to modify 
the strategy, or re-run at a later time

Check the results

Check the search results – scan the title and abstract and note any additional terms 
that could be added to the strategy

Modify the search as required and re-save

Share the strategy with supervisor– they may be able to suggest other terms that 
might be useful.

Save to Word a copy of the Medline search strategy

Use as a  template when searching other databases and include in Appendices
Click Print > Include Search History > Print Preview

3. Searching databases



Next …

Use the Medline search strategy as a template for use in other databases

Each database may use different subject headings and search commands – check the 
Quick Search Guide for Health Databases, plus help within databases for details

Download all results to the one EndNote Library
Check Instructions for downloading from databases  to EndNote

Note the number of results across all databases for your PRISMA flowchart

De-duplicate results in EndNote
Firstly, via References > Find Duplicates
Then manually (resort records by the Title column heading then scan each title)

Note the number of results after de-duplication for your PRISMA flowchart

4. Managing results



4. Managing results: Systematic & scoping 
reviews

Covidence is a web-based tool 
that streamlines the 
production of systematic and 
scoping reviews. 

It supports title and 
abstract, and full-text 
screening, risk of bias 
assessment, the extraction of 
study characteristics and 
outcomes, and the export of 
data and references.

The University has a Covidence site licence – this means all staff and students are able to use
Covidence for screening systematic and scoping reviews.

Check the Systematic Reviews LibGuide for more information about Covidence and how to use



5. Locating full text resources

a. Using EndNote? First try the ‘Find Full Text’ command



5. Locating full text resources

b. If not found via Find Full Text, load the LEAN LIBRARY plugin to identify UON subscribed 
resources 

www.newcastle.edu.au/library/access/find-ejournals/lean-library

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/library/access/find-ejournals/lean-library


5. Locating full text resources

c. If unsuccessful locating the full text via EndNote or Lean Library, request a copy via Get It 

Use get it to search and request the loan of books, research reports, patents, theses, etc 
and copies of journal articles, chapters from books not held by the University Library. 

Articles are sent as email attachment.

Access:
Via Library Homepage – www.newcastle.edu.au/service/library/

Via the “Borrowing from other Libraries” link

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/service/library/
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