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Online Learning Initiatives
The prototypes (and project)

• The BA Online (via FutureLearn)
• Graduate Certificate in Cyber Security (via OpenLearning)
• Professional Development in Education (via edX)
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BA Online

Online Learning Initiatives



Reinventing the degree (2016 ‐ 2017)
Challenges? ‘Identity’ of the Bachelor of Arts
• Scope of the degree, audience, coherence, pedagogy, assessments, and 

learning outcomes
• We conducted employer & industry research representing thousands of 

workers in and beyond our region, together with other stakeholder 
engagement: resulted in the ‘NeWWork‐Ready BA’

Solutions? Reconfiguring the degree
• Interdisciplinary core content: inquiry‐based learning, cohort building, 

modular structures for courses (subjects)
• Streams and opportunities: global mobility, WIL, authentic learning, 

industry engagement potential, flexibility
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Learning streams

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/degrees/bachelor‐of‐arts
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Four BA majors offered by the School of Humanities and 
Social Science will be delivered via FutureLearn

• English and Writing
• Film, Media and Cultural Studies
• History
• Sociology and Anthropology

In addition, the three core courses will be delivered via the FutureLearn 
platform – HASS1000: BA Futures; HASS2000: BA Practice; and 
HASS3000: BA Project.
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Modules: inquiry‐based learning examples
*HASS1000: BA Futures (core course, year 1)
• Module 1: Humans ‐What does it mean to be human? Introduces the 

Bachelor of Arts through questions about ways of knowing, ways of 
seeing, and the status of ‘truth’ 
(Open MOOC, 3 weeks)

• Module 2: Places – What does place mean to us?
• Module 3: Languages – What does language say about us?
• Module 4: Futures – Where are humans going?

Stepped curriculum: each topic/week has 15‐20 steps to encourage and 
develop social learning

Online Learning Initiatives



Sample BA Online Program (Course)
FMCS1000 Film, Media, Culture
• First year, first semester
• Introduction to the basics of film, media and cultural studies
• Emphasis on media literacy
• The FutureLearn iteration of this course draws on what I learnt from 

teaching Film, Media, Culture online over the last three years as well as 
best practice from my face‐to‐face teaching in the subject

• The following activities, for example, provide low risk small group 
activities then reporting back to the larger group – promoting risk taking 
and empowering more students to have a voice
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Structure
Course (module) 1 – Media Literacy and Representation
• Week 1 Media literacy and why we study the media
• Week 2 Representation
• Week 3 Case study: LGBT representation in the media
Course (module) 2 – Audiences
• Week 1 Media audiences
• Week 2 Commerce, consumption and transmedia storytelling
• Week 3 Case study: Fans and fandom
Course (module) 3 – Media Realities
• Week 1 Media and the real
• Week 2 Elections and Political Media
• Week 3 Case study: Documentary
Course (module) 4 – Contemporary Culture
• Week 1 Fake news
• Week 2 Post truth
• Week 3 Case study: Social media
169 learning steps, 37 videos, 
plus multiple articles, quizzes, exercises, reflections, group activities and many more
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Week 3 Social media
Video 3.1 Welcome to week 12 Introductory video
Article (Rebecca) 3.2 Final advice for final assignment Going over details of report and links to relevant resources

Explore 3.3 Research
Research the statistics for social media usage including kinds of engagement 
across different social media platforms.
What are some of the sites you have found useful in locating information?

Reflection 3.4 Self-reflection on social media 
usage Reflect on your own social media usage. How much do you use it? Why and how?

Collaborate 3.5 Group averages and experiences

In your group, compare your own usage statistics to one another's and come up 
with some averages. Do these compare to the national or demographic averages 
you researched?
One member of the group should post your research and group averages to this 
discussion thread. If you are the last group to post, figure out the group averages 
for all the groups.

Reflection 3.6 Social media in everyday life What does the class’ daily usage say about the importance of social media in 
society? What role does social media play in your day to day life?

Multimedia article 
(Rebecca) 3.7 Social media and representing the 

self Article with links and images

Video link 3.8 Are you Living an Insta Lie? Video pointing out the construction of Instagram images and the importance of 
framing

Explore 3.9 Me according to Facebook Browse your own Facebook profile and feed - what are you representing about 
yourself? What gets left out?

Reflection 3.1 Social media and the self on self as represented through social media and the extent to which social media 
helps shape the self

Article (Rebecca) 3.11 Social media constructing media 
world(s) The relationship between social media and other media forms

Video 3.12 Echo Chambers Overview of echo chambers and risk factors

Video 3.13 Summing up of course and 
program Going over key issues in the program and course

Links 3.14 Further courses in FMCS Introduce opportunities for further study



Course (module) 4 – Contemporary Culture
Week 3 Social Media
Step 3 – Statistics
• Research the statistics for social media usage including kinds of engagement across different social media 

platforms.
• What are some of the sites you have found useful in locating information?

Step 4 – Self‐ reflection
• Reflect on your own social media usage. How much do you use it? Why and how?

Step 5 – Group averages and experiences (Jigsaw learning: “Group members individually work on small problems 
that are collated into a final outcome for the study group. This outcome is then shared with the wider course.”)
• In your group, compare your own usage statistics to one another's and come up with some averages. Do these 

compare to the national or demographic averages you researched?
• One member of the group should post your research and group averages to this discussion thread. If you are 

the last group to post, figure out the group averages for all the groups.

Step 6 – Discussion
• What does the class’ daily usage say about the importance of social media in society? 
• What role does social media play in your day to day life? Online Learning Initiatives



Week 3 Documentary
Video 3.1 Welcome to week 9 Introduction, link to previous week, what to do this week
Article (Rebecca) 3.2 Annotated bibliography Putting the finishing touches on your assignment
Article 3.3 The Documentary Form - Paul Wells Excerpts from Wells + accompanying prompt questions

Quiz 3.4 Different forms of documentary Which of the following are different forms of 
documentary? What are their primary characteristics?

Reflection 3.5
What are some key points raised by Wells? Can you 
apply any of the techniques describe to examples of 
documentaries you have seen?

Clips from Kanopy with voiceover 
analysis (videoessay style) 3.6 Videoessay on documentary techniques Modelling analysis / scaffolding

Video 3.7 The documentary experience
In your group, decide on a documentary to watch on 
Kanopy. This could be from the given list or a different 
documentary you agree on.

Collaborate 3.8 Documentary Techniques

In your group, compare notes on the documentary. What 
techniques were used to convey specific messages? 
What are examples of the use of these techniques? 
Brainstorm as many techniques as you can think of. One 
group member should report back the overall results of 
your discussion to this thread.

Reflection 3.9 What are some features of documentary?
Looking at the collection of techniques uncovered in the 
previous thread about multiple documentaries, what have 
you found out about the documentary form?

Article 3.1 Documentary and the real Overview of the key debates about the place of the real in 
documentary filmmaking

Reflections 3.11 Documentary and the real Why are debates about the real so central to 
documentary practice and scholarship?

Links 3.12 Links to further reading Links to further reading about documentary on web
Video 3.13 Summing up and next week Conclusion and lead on to next week



Course 3 (module) – The media and reality
Week 3 Documentary
Step 7 – The documentary experience

• In your group, decide on a documentary to watch on Kanopy. This could be from the given list or a 
different documentary you agree on.

Step 8 – Documentary techniques (Share and reflect/Projects)
• In your group, compare notes on the documentary. What techniques were used to convey specific 

messages? What are examples of the use of these techniques? Brainstorm as many techniques as 
you can think of. One group member should report back the overall results of your discussion to 
this thread.

Step 9 – The documentary form
• Looking at the collection of techniques uncovered in the previous thread about multiple 

documentaries, what have you found out about the documentary form? Online Learning Initiatives



Graduate Certificate in 
Cyber Security
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GC Cyber Security
Why a new prototype in GC Cyber Security?
‐ New program (emerging area)

‐ Existing experience/technical expertise in online

‐ But, expertise is on the technology, not the pedagogy

‐ Need to align better to NeW Education Framework
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GC Cyber Security
Why OpenLearning?
‐ Interesting existing work in engaging, collaborative, online learning

‐ Collaborative work with academics to build content

‐ Test case for the school‐>…UON

‐ Contacts for an international offshore online market
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ILOs in INFT2031

Intended Learning Outcome
ILO1 Design and configure peer-to-peer networks to share resources
ILO2 Analyse requirements and design network architecture for a 

given scenario
ILO3 Design and configure IP addressing schemes for a given 

scenario;
ILO4 Design and configure a client-server network and required 

network services for a given scenario
ILO5 Evaluate and critique a design for a systems and network 

solution
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Alignment of ILOs  TLAs  ATs

ILOs TLAs* ATs
ILO1 • Scenario & Problem-based Learning

• Presentations, Short videos
• Hands-on activities (labs), 
• Collaborative activities - discussion and 

feedback,
• Exploratory activities,
• Extended reading/research

Practical Test 1,
Weekly Tasks

ILO2 Assignment 1, 
Weekly Tasks

ILO3 Assignment 1, 
Weekly Tasks

ILO4 Assignment 1, 
Practical Test 2, 
Weekly Tasks

ILO5 Final Exam

• Scenario-based learning (Lave & Wenger, 1991), Problem-based Learning (Barrows 1985), 
Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle (Kolb 1984), Collaborative Learning (Laal & Ghodsi 2012)
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Virtual Lab 
Environment

Quizzes & Review Exercises

Short Videos

Hands-on Activities
Exploratory Exercises

Group/Social Areas

Learning Path
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https://www.openlearning.com/



Pathways to 
Postgraduate
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Assessment—international discussion tasks
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New forms of assessment
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Flipgrid assessment
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Flipgrid assessment
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Thank you


