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 Associate Professor Ross Wilkinson 
 
I have worked in the higher education sector as teacher and researcher for over 30 years. During that time, I have gained considerable experience in issues 
related to the core academic activities of universities. I am an advocate for upholding the traditional values of fundamental importance to academic life while 
accepting the need to adapt to contemporary technological and societal changes. As a member of the Academic Senate I will work to maintain the quality 
and relevance of our teaching and research efforts and to uphold the principles of freedom of inquiry and responsible expression within our university 
community. At this critical time I believe we need to stand firm and protect our academic values against the pressure of short-term expediency. 
 
View University Profile here.  

 

 Associate Professor James McCoy 
 
I would like to use my ideas and experience to assist the Academic Senate.  At my previous university I was the director of a research institute and a member 
of their academic senate.  At UON I was previously Head of Mathematics Discipline.  I recently completed a secondment to the Academic Excellence 
committee, where I assisted developing the ‘Foundations for Inspiring People’.  Through that work I am familiar with challenges and opportunities the 
university needs to navigate.  I am committed to equity for all members of our community, recently joining the Athena SWAN working party and Academic 
Mentoring Program.  Through my 20 years’ academic experience, teaching a full spectrum of undergraduate class sizes and levels, face-to-face and online, 
supervising PhD students who have gone onto their own successful careers and managing research grants, I believe I could make valuable contributions to 
the Academic Senate for the benefit of us all. 
 
View University Profile here.  

 

 Professor Anna Giacomini 

I am a very active researcher with an established international reputation and strong industry engagement. I see the education of the next generation of 
students and researchers as an important duty and responsibility, based on trust and respect. I strongly believe in the strategic collaboration with respected 
industry partners to build students' skills and to contribute to the best preparation for their future professional life. As senior staff of the College and Director 
of Priority Research Centre for Geotechnical Science and Engineering I strive to provide a rich and stimulating environment for all (from students to 
colleagues) and I advocate for a more diverse and equal opportunities workplace. Over the last 10 years I contributed to several committees and working 
parties within the institution. In such roles I actively participated in the discussion of strategic matters and to conversations related to research and its 
directions, teaching practices and engagement activities. 

View University Profile here.  
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