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WHAT IS
SoTL?

Kreber (2002) Teaching excellence, teaching expertise, and the scholarship of teaching. Innovative Higher Education, 27, 5-23.



Adapted from Weston & McAlpine (2001) continuum of professionalism





Scenario 1:
I use the results of the 

pre-workshop survey to 
refine topic selection to 
ensure I meet the needs 

of participants (adult 
learning principles)

Anonymous

Scenario 2: 
I use the results of the pre-

workshop survey to identify those 
with low confidence and tailor the 

activities and breakout rooms 
accordingly based on theory of 
building self-efficacy, measure 
post-workshop outcomes and 

share findings with tEN colleagues 
Participants identifiable

Scenario 3: tEN want to monitor if 
participants who attend this workshop 
and then join a COP are more likely to 
produce a SoTL output in the next 12 
months, compared to those who do 

not attend. The results will be 
disseminated at a national conference.

Participants are identifiable and need to 
consent to follow up   



The purpose of the data collection impact the ethical requirements

No ethical 
requirements QA waiver

Full HREC 
application



The purpose of the data collection impact the ethical requirements

No ethical 
requirements QA waiver

Full HREC 
application

3 page document, notified within 5 days



The purpose of the data collection impact the ethical requirements

No ethical 
requirements QA waiver

Full HREC 
application



WHAT IS YOUR
SoTL QUESTION?

Hubball and Clarke (2010). Diverse Methodological Approaches and Considerations for SoTL in Higher Education. The 
Canadian Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, 1 (1).

1.SoTL context questions
2.SoTL process questions
3.SoTL impact questions
4.SoTL follow-up questions



WHAT IS YOUR
SoTL QUESTION?

Hubball & Clarke(2010)

Type of question Examples

SoTL context questions
Focus on critical structures that 
shape the educational initiative 

• a critique of literature models and best practices, 
• an examination of critical implementation factors, 
• assessment of perceived needs of key stakeholders, 
• examination of cost-benefit analysis and resource feasibility issues. What 

needs to be improved, why, and how? 

SoTL process questions
Focus on periodic assessments 
of issues of importance that 
arise throughout the
educational initiative 
(formative)

• investigating theory-practice integration or problematic, innovative, or 
successful outcomes-based program processes,

• examining how and to what extent educational experiences are responsive 
to the needs and circumstances of the key stakeholders,

• investigating whether and how learning experiences are progressively 
sequenced; what needs to be improved, why, and how?



EXAMPLE OF A 
SoTL CONTEXT QUESTION
We reviewed the literature to assess the effects of 

interventions for medical students that aim to improve 
interpersonal communication in medical consultations. 
We identified what types of learning activities are most 

effective for specific student groups (context).



EXAMPLE OF A
SoTL PROCESS QUESTION

We evaluated student perceptions of a photo 
essay and reflective task in order to explore 
the pedagogical process.



WHAT IS YOUR
SoTL QUESTION?

Type of question Examples

SoTL impact questions
focus on issues of importance 
that occur as a result of the 
educational initiative 
(summative) evaluation

• what are learning outcomes, and how do key stakeholders rate the quality 
of the educational initiative? 

• To what extent does the educational initiative meet, surpass, or fall short of 
expectations, why, and how? What needs to be improved, why, and how? 

SoTL follow-up questions
focus on issues of importance 
which arise as a result of the 
longer term (e.g., months, year) 
impact of educational 
initiatives.

• where do graduates go, and how do they apply their learning? 
• as key stakeholders reflect upon the educational initiative, what do they 

remember and value most? 
• to whom and to what extent, if at all, did the educational initiative make any 

difference? If at all, how did the educational initiative contribute to further 
development?

Hubball & Clarke(2010)



EXAMPLE OF A
SoTL IMPACT QUESTION

We manipulated a photo essay task (by 
adding geocaching)  to explore if it led to 
increased understanding of public health 
(the impact on learning)



EXAMPLE OF A
SoTL FOLLOW-UP QUESTION

We added online microcredentials to a 
program and traced whether the 
additional qualifications led to increased 
employment opportunities for graduates 
(via employer CV analysis and longitudinal 
follow up of graduates)



BALANCING THEORY
AND PRACTICALITIES

See Tables 1 & 2 in Hubball & Clarke(2010)

• What is the context? Single class, cohort, multiple programs, multi-institutional
• What is the question you want to explore/the aim of your study? Context, process, 

impact, follow-up 
• Is it predominantly quantitative, qualitative or mixed method?
• What data sources are available?
• Do you have funding to support research costs?

SoTL context Central RQ Methodological 
approach

Data collection 
method



Bartsch (2013). Designing SoTL Studies—Part II: Practicality. In: New Directions for Teaching and Learning





1. Does supplying PowerPoint lecture notes 
enhance student engagement with lectures? 
Randomise courses, collect attendance and LMS 
analytics, compare end of course results 

2. What factors impact students feeling 
comfortable taking in part in tutorial 
discussions? Video record tutorials and analyse 
teacher and student factors that relate to 
interaction, student focus groups

3. Do practice scenarios assist student preparation 
for WiL? Student pre-post interviews and 
surveys (self-rated confidence), analyse prac
results, interview prac supervisors

MATCH THE STUDY TO
THE APPROACH

• Mixed method

• Predominantly 
quantitative

• Predominantly 
qualitative



Breakout room activity

1. Think of one research 
question or study aim for a 
SoTL project relevant to your 
teaching practice.

2. Classify your approach as 
qualitative or quantitative, 
and then brainstorm with your 
group the potential sources of 
data/ approaches to data 
collection. 

Be prepared to share your 
answers with the broader group





WHERE TO 
PRESENT AND PUBLISH?

SoTL Conferences
• The Higher Education Research and Development Society of Australasia (HERDSA)
• Student Transition Achievement Retention and Success (STARS)
• Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) Research Conference
• The International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (ISSOTL)
• Australasian Society for Computers in Learning in Tertiary Education (ASCILITE)
• Australian Collaborative Education Network (ACEN)

Discipline-specific T&L Conferences
• E.g. in health: CAPHIA, ANZAHPE



WHERE TO 
PRESENT AND PUBLISH?

SoTL Journals
• International Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
• Journal of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
• Teaching & Learning Inquiry
• Teaching in Higher Education
• The Canadian Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
• Active Learning in Higher Education
• Assessment and Evaluation in Higher Education
• Australian Journal of Educational Technology

Discipline-specific SoTL Journals
Eg in health: Teaching and Learning in Medicine, Academic Medicine, BMC Medical Education, Journal 
of Nursing Education, Journal of Occupational Therapy Education

CSU has a handy list of SoTL journals sorted by discipline: https://libguides.csu.edu.au/SoTL/journals

https://libguides.csu.edu.au/SoTL/journals


SoTL
SHORT COURSES



WRITE DOWN THE STEP YOU ARE COMMITTING TO RIGHT NOW

 IDENITFY ONE COLLEAGUE AND SHARE YOUR GOAL WITH THEM

 COMMIT TO LETTING THEM KNOW WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED IT

What is the first step you need to take to 
commence your SoTL journey?

• Contact a colleague to discuss an idea?
• Explore funding sources?
• Establish a students-as-partners 

committee?
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