Professor Alan Roberts
Undergraduate Scholarship
in Engineering Fund
YOUR INVITATION
TO SUPPORT
OUR LEADERS
OF TOMORROW

“Giving a scholarship to a student is a way for us to
recognise their hidden potential. Support for that
should not end with one scholarship or one student. It
should continue for as long as possible.”
- Professor Alan Roberts
The Professor Alan Roberts Undergraduate Scholarship in
Engineering was initiated by one of Alan’s former students,
Bachelor of Engineering graduate (1977), Mr CHOO Heng
Thong, who wanted to recognise and thank Alan for his
leadership and friendship by establishing a scholarship in his
name. CHOO Heng Thong has generously donated $100,000
to establish the scholarship.
To build on this donation, we are now seeking to increase the fund
to $250,000 so we can ensure it is large enough to be established
as a sustainable enduring endowment.
This is your opportunity to support such students and maintain an
important connection with the University, in tribute to a man who
has motivated and inspired decades of Engineering students.

The Inspiration

The Scholarship

Emeritus Professor Alan Roberts AM has been a
leading engineering educator and expert in the field
of bulk solids handling for over 50 years, including
40 years at the University of Newcastle where he
shared the gift of education with thousands of
engineering students who have gone on to achieve
great things themselves.

To be eligible for this annual scholarship, students must be
academically gifted and also facing hardship from factors such
as being from a low socio-economic background, coming from
a rural or remote area, living with disabilities, or having carer or
parenting responsibilities.

Through his ground-breaking work with TUNRA Bulk Solids,
Alan pioneered an important and successful niche in bulk
materials handling.
For more than four decades he has championed industry
collaboration and innovation, receiving numerous awards in
recognition of his work, including an Order of Australia for
his contributions to technology, research and education in
mechanical engineering.
Professor Roberts ‘retired’ from UON over 20 years ago in 1993,
however, his commitment to students is unswerving. At over 80
years of age, he still comes to the University every day to mentor,
teach, research and learn, share his knowledge and nurture a new
generation of Engineers in his humble yet inspiring way.

CHOO Heng Thong’s vision for the scholarship is to build and
grow a community of Professor Alan Roberts Scholars and
provide opportunities for them to connect and be supported by
the alumni who contributed to the fund.
“This scholarship isn’t necessarily about being the
highest achiever. It’s about supporting students
who demonstrate motivation, commitment, and
determination to succeed. These are certainly some
of the qualities embodied by Alan Roberts in his
life’s work.” - CHOO Heng Thong

Alumni honour a leader’s legacy
“When I look back on my early years as a student at UON, I consider it such a gift to have
had been taught by a person such as Alan Roberts.
“Not only was he an outstanding teacher, he instilled in his students a
passion for research and solving the problems of industry. This helped
me enormously in my own career and prompted me to consider how I
can give back to the people who helped me.
“It’s my sincere hope that we reach the total of $250,000 so that the scholarship can be
offered in perpetuity, ensuring that Professor Roberts’s outstanding legacy will continue.”
CHOO Heng Thong
Bachelor of Engineering

A message from the Chancellor
“Like Alan Roberts, I started my career as a young engineering trainee. I worked my way
through the ranks to eventually hold the senior leadership positions.
“Throughout all those years, it was people like Alan Roberts who inspired me and
others to continue to champion engineering and the important links between
research, innovation and industry collaboration. I, like so many of his past students and
University friends, greatly value Professor Roberts’ ingenuity, friendship, mentorship and
unswerving enthusiasm for his field.
“It’s entirely fitting that a scholarship in his name be established to help
students who demonstrate similar drive and determination but need a little
extra help and encouragement to succeed.
“I hope you will join CHOO Heng Thong and others in helping engineering students get
the support they need - and honour an engineering legend.”
Paul Jeans, Chancellor
University of Newcastle

The Faculty of Engineering and
Built Environment
The University of Newcastle is home to researchers and experts from the top 1 per cent in the
world in health, engineering, science, humanities, social sciences and creative industries.
The Faculty brings together expertise in engineering, building, architecture, surveying,
industrial design and computer science. Our graduates are innovative, resourceful and
creative; future leaders in industry, the profession and the community. Our Civil and
Structural Engineering program is ranked in the world’s top 100 by QS World University
Rankings, and the disciplines of Chemical, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering are
ranked in the world’s top 200.
Professor Brett Ninness
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Faculty of Engineering and Built Environment

IT WAS PEOPLE LIKE ALAN ROBERTS
WHO INSPIRED ME AND OTHERS TO
CONTINUE TO CHAMPION ENGINEERING

PLEASE ACCEPT MY DONATION TO THE ALAN ROBERTS
SCHOLARSHIP IN ENGINEERING.

How to give:

Amount $
I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY DONATION VIA:
o Cheque/ Money (made payable to The University of Newcastle)
o Credit card		

o Visa		

o MasterCard

o EFT (if you would like to donate via EFT, please contact the Development
Office for details)
I authorise my credit card to be debited the amount above.
Credit card no.
Expiry date:
Cardholder’s name

Donate online
At our secure website:
www.newcastle.edu.au/donate

Mail
Return this completed form with
your cheque to:
The Development Office
University of Newcastle
Callaghan NSW 2308
(Please make your cheque payable
to the University of Newcastle)

Cardholder’s signature

MY DETAILS
Name

Phone
Call us on +61 2 4921 7179
to donate via VISA or Mastercard

Company name (if applicable)
Address
City
State			Postcode
Phone
Email

Email
Contact us on
donor-relations@newcastle.edu.au
More Information
P: +61 4921 8612

o I wish to remain anonymous
Tax deductability: Donations of $2 or more to the University of Newcastle may be eligible deductions for income tax purposes under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. We will
email or post your donation receipt if applicable. By confirming your intention to support this scholarship and by making your donation, it is understood that you have read and agreed to
the details above. Privacy: The University of Newcastle complies with the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998. Your personal information will be security-stored.

