
Centre for teaChing and Learning

EFFECTIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN LECTURES
It seems that every lecture theatre includes huge range of equipment available for use by the 
lecturer.  Some of them are familiar, others are relatively new.  Apart from the computer and 
projector, the following equipment can be used to support student learning.

The visualiser

The visualiser can be used for:

•	 simulating a whiteboard such that all students can see what is being written

•	 collating students’ responses to a given question

•	 annotating a diagram or text sample

•	 displaying 3D objects

•	 displaying books or other material

Podcasts and Echo360

Currently, the choice to record lectures is left to a course coordinator, and that choice is made 
based upon a number of concerns or reasons for benefit. A study of academics at the University of 
Melbourne found the following:

Benefits for students include: Concerns include:

Revision Before examinations, in review 
of the course, students re-
listen to main points

Low 
attendance at 
lectures

This is the primary concern for 
academics! Some academics 
will not use Lectopia for this 
reason alone, however, it is not 
a given that recorded lectures 
are poorly- attended

Ability to listen 
to different  
lecture 
streams

If there are alternatives, 
students can listen to other 
lecturers on the same topic to 
depend their knowledge and 
understanding

Substitute for 
engagement

Students may use Lectopia 
and therefore not engage with 
staff and other students, or the 
course itself.

Equity The provision of accessibility 
for those who cannot attend 
lecture (illness, disability, dis-
tance learning, etc.)

Some students require access 
to recordings for clarity (inter-
national, NESB, mature-aged)

Expectations 
of students

Students may pressure aca-
demics to use Lectopia, who in 
turn do so only to avoid poor 
students evaluations

When planning on having interactive lectures, consider whether Echo 360 or audio recordings will 
be of benefit. Long periods of listening to students talk among themselves will not be received well 
if a student has downloaded the lecture because he/she has missed it. The same point can be 
made when lecturers use a whiteboard, physically demonstrate a movement, ask frequent ques-
tions of the audience, or regularly move away from the microphone. Lecturers may find their lecture 
delivery style, or inclusion of more interactive practices, inhibited by the use of Echo 360.
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