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The Academic Senate Communiqué  

Quality Assurance 

2023 Academic Senate Annual Assurance Report 

 

2023 Academic Senate Member Survey 

nganggali ngara ngura (Darkinyung language for Talking Listening Place) Ourimbah Campus 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

A/Professor Narelle Eather 

Dr Elizabeth Roberts-Pedersen 

Dr Joseph Pegler 

Mr Nathan West 

Miss Maria Cano Dominguez 

Dr Shep Chidarikire 

Imogen Reid 

Noah Cross 

Laura Dowling 

Sartaj Singh Sahota 

WHAT’S NEW 

WATCH OUR PRE-RECORDED PRESENTATIONS 

The following pre-recorded presentations are available on request from 
Academic Senate Services: 

mailto:academicsenate@newcastle.edu.au


Strategic Issues & Innovations 

Innovations from Members 

 

International Onshore Admissions Report 2020-2023 

 

Forum Items 

Academic Workload Allocation Model (AWAM) 
12 month pilot review 

It was noted that there was general agreement with the principles outlined by the AWAM particularly in relation to equity 
and transparency. When discussed at Senate, concerns were raised about the number of hours required to deliver large 
courses which can present risks to quality. It was noted that there was discretion that could be exercised in relation to the 
model. 

 

Non-Traditional Research Outputs (NTRO) 



Reports from Executive 

Chancellor’s Address to Senate 

The Chancellor, the Hon. Patricia Forsythe AM, gave an address to Senate reflecting on her time as a student and 
acknowledged Academic Senate’s role in the upcoming TEQSA accreditation. 

PAS Report 

The PAS advised members of the new Staff Forums commencing in 2024 for Academic Senate elected staff members to 
raise issues informally and consider matters which could be brought to the Academic Senate. The PAS outlined several 
priorities for the year as part of the Academic Senate’s functions, including deep dives into data addressing areas of 
academic risk, policy updates and quality assurance matters, and considering matters related to artificial intelligence.  

VC’s Report 

The Vice-Chancellor congratulated University staff on the recent achievements in the Australia Day Honours and the 
Newcastle Citizen of the Year awards. The office of PVCAE was also congratulated for the achievement of five SAGE 
Cygnet awards on the path to achieve Athena Swan SAGE Silver accreditation. The Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2024-
2025, and the record number of graduating in the December were noted. The VC spoke at length on student 
recruitment and retention, noting the increased numbers of domestic enrolments due to the Early Entry program and 
strong retention figures. The drop in international enrolments was contextualised in the light of recent government 
changes with visa requirements. The Vice-Chancellor also noted the imminent release of the Australian Universities 
Accord. 

POLICY CHANGES 
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 Want More Information 

Academic Senate Services: academicsenate@newcastle.edu.au 

or the President of Academic Senate: PAS@newcastle.edu.au 

Committee News 

Teaching and Learning Committee (TLC) 

 

Research Committee (RC) 

 

Program and Course Approval Committee (PCAC) 

 

College and PALS Boards 

Health Medicine and Wellbeing (CHMW) 

 

Engineering Science and Environment (CESE) 

 

Human and Social Futures (CHSF) 

 

Pathways and Academic Learning Support (PALS)  

mailto:academicsenate@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:PAS@newcastle.edu.au

