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Honours Program 
 
  
There are many good reasons to do Honours. Here are some: 

• Your university qualification is strengthened—substantially! This is good for your employment and 
further education prospects. Your chances of obtaining a rewarding job are considerably enhanced. 

• Honours will expand your ability to think, analyse, write clearly and give sound advice—
substantially! You’ll never be the same again. 

• Honours is a great credential for the years to come. It helps career changes because people know 
you can undertake a substantial project in a relatively short time frame. In addition, Honours gives 
you easy access to postgraduate courses across many faculties, and into universities and colleges 
around the world. A great education passport, so to speak! 

• Honours is tough, but it’s fun! Honours students build very strong friendships and support 
networks. It’s a challenging year. But the personal and career rewards are very high. 

 
Think about it. Entry requires good undergraduate grades (at least a credit average in your later years), 
commitment and a readiness to have a go! 
 
The Honours Program in Geography, Human Geography and the Environment, and Development Studies 
produces students of the highest standing for securing future research and other career pathways. 
 
Students who successfully complete the Honours Program in Development Studies, Geography, Human 
Geography and the Environment and demonstrate: 

• A highly developed capacity to read, understand and evaluate a large body of scientific literature 

• The ability to communicate effectively using abstractions, theorisations and case-study material 

• The ability to write effectively using a variety of appropriate styles 

• Mastery of specific data collection techniques 

• Higher order thinking skills involving the identification of research problems, selection of research 
techniques, evaluation of a variety of data forms, critical analysis and appropriate policy advice  

• A capacity to devise and employ effective and creative strategies in problem solving. 
 
 
 
 

Eligibility For Honours 
 
The Discipline of Geography and Environmental Studies supervises the honours program for the following 
programs: 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) (Geography major with a human geography focus) 

Bachelor of Development Studies (Honours) 

Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) (Human Geography and the Environment Major) 
 

Students who completed their major in Human Geography and the Environment in the Bachelor of Arts are 
eligible to enroll in honours in Geography in either the Bachelor of Social Science or the Bachelor of 
Science.  
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Entry requirements 
 
 
No more than five years must have elapsed since completion of the undergraduate degree. 
 
 
Faculty of Science (Development Studies/ Science) 
To qualify for Honours, students must have completed a relevant undergraduate degree, with a minimum 
Grade Point Average (GPA) of 5.0 or higher either (a) based on all studies undertaken in the program, or (b) 
across the approved major, or (c) in at least 80 units at 3000 level, in the approved major in which honours 
is to be undertaken. If students have not undertaken 80 units at 3000 level, they are required to have a GPA 
of 5.5 of higher in at least 60 units at 3000 level.  

We supervise students with an interest in human geography from the Bachelor of Science. Students 
interested in honours in physical geography enroll in Honours in Earth Science.  These students should 
contact academic staff in the Discipline of Earth Science.  
 
 
 
Faculty of Education and Arts (Social Science) 
To qualify for Honours, students must have completed a relevant undergraduate degree, with normally at 
least a credit grade average based on all studies undertaken in the program and/or in the approved major 
in which Honours is to be undertaken and any additional work which may be prescribed by the Faculty 
Board. 

 
 
How to apply  
Download and complete this form 
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/82034/2019-End-on-Honours-Application-All-
Faculties_FINAL-wCampus.pdf  
 
 

Interested students should contact potential supervisors and discuss the 
possibilities of undertaking an honours project  

well before the end of Semester 2.  
 

You should be prepared to commence working on your honours project during 
January 2020.

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/82034/2019-End-on-Honours-Application-All-Faculties_FINAL-wCampus.pdf
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/82034/2019-End-on-Honours-Application-All-Faculties_FINAL-wCampus.pdf
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Assessment for Honours 
 
 
Course work component (with coursework classes) including seminars 
Thesis component 
 
The coursework will provide students with background to key methodological issues that will inform their 
honours progress.  
 
Honours students are expected to attend Discipline Research seminars which are held on Thursdays. We 
encourage Honours students to attend the Discipline morning teas each Thursday morning so you get to 
interact more informally with academic staff and PhD students. 
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Guide to Research Areas in Geography, Human Geography and the Environment, 
and Development Studies 

 
This section has information on potential supervisors and projects in Geography, Human Geography and 
the Environment, and Development Studies (by supervisors’ name, in alphabetical order). 
 
Please contact any one of us for a chat. Sooner rather than later! 
 
 
 
 
Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
 
Deep listening to the Anthropocene 
Contemporary research shows the emergence of polarised debates on climate change that have limited 
global response and action and privileged narrow understandings of scientific progress. Scholars in the 
humanities and social sciences have argued we need to rethink our narratives about our relations with the 
world and its future. For example, Latour (2018: 2) argues that anthropogenic climate change has emerged 
as a matter of concern that involves learning ‘how to get our bearings, how to orient ourselves’ towards 
these futures. This project explores how we might tell new stories with the planet and experiments with 
sensory, embodied, emotional and affective modes of being in/with the world. 
 

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
Phone: 02 492 15097 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Children Place Weather 
Are you interested in supporting future generations of children to understand and nourish their 
relationships with place and weather? We are developing a research project with a small school on the mid-
north coast of NSW, in a rural setting next to a river, as part of their integrated outdoor environmental 
education project. The honours project will be both interactive and creative, working with children to 
consider different ways to document and understand their experiences with place.  Possible ideas include 
making a sound-scape, using hydrophones to record river sounds, storytelling and/or designing and 
working with arts-based practice to document children’s experiences of the Bellinger river and its seasons. 
How do sound and movement enhance connections with place, how might diverse creative practices 
nurture and make sense of children’s relationships with the environment? 
 

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
Phone: 02 492 15097 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Emotion, affect and building community resilience  
This project seeks to extend theorisation of resilience beyond current policy practice configured around 
frameworks of equilibrium and maintaining the status quo in the event of disturbance and disruption. 
There is a need to identify and nurture sources of resilience, and this means recognising grass-roots 
engagement, and a community’s capacity for and ownership of resilience. In addition, this project explores 
an as yet underdeveloped aspect of resilience – the importance of our emotional, affective and bodily 
relations with the human and non-human world. Understanding our affective and emotional relations is 
key to understanding sources of resilience. This project uses and develops novel participatory 
methodologies to uncover these emotional and affective processes. 

mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au


 
5 

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
Phone: 02 492 15097 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Encounter and exchange: Assessing the contribution of festivals and events to communities in rural and 
regional Australia 
Many regional and rural economies are suffering from serious economic decline. Small towns – both in 
Australia and elsewhere – face considerable economic development challenges, including dwindling 
populations, limited employment opportunities, and a decline in the traditional agricultural sector. These 
economic concerns place regional communities under a range of physical, mental and social wellbeing 
stress. One of the key challenges is to support the formation of resilient communities. Festivals and events 
can contribute to this, particularly in terms of social and community wellbeing, and many local councils 
have invested substantial resources into such events with the expectation that they will consolidate notions 
of community and address community vulnerabilities.  

However, while some outcomes can be assessed numerically (such as economic impact) other desired 
outcomes (social cohesion, community pride, sense of belonging, civic participation) are more difficult to 
measure. This is because certain significant dimensions, such as social capital and a sense of belonging, are 
not easily separated out into distinct and readily quantified components. Being able to identify how events 
contribute to positive community outcomes has been a long sought after aim of local governments, as they 
decide how to allocate their scarce resources. This project seeks to 

1. Critically examine the contribution of festivals and events to economic, social, cultural, 
environmental and civic processes in rural and regional Australia;  

2. Develop a standardised tool for assessing and measuring the contribution of festivals and events to 
community wellbeing and resilience in rural and regional Australia.  

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
Phone: 02 492 15097 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 

Place and the dancing body 
This project investigates the concept of place as understood through the prism of dance as a particular 
form of sensuous mobility. In the study of dance, the relationship between corporeal knowledge and 
knowledge of place is always mediated by particular sensual modalities from the proprioceptive mapping of 
choreographic possibility to the audience’s understanding of movement as part of a larger visual and aural 
event. The dancer, in making visible rhythms in his or her own body, creates a ‘communicative musicality’ 
(Malloch 2005) that enables others to engage and participate within human structured time-spaces. This 
research draws on non-representational theory as a means to open up ways to make sense of non-
cognitive, bodily, emotional and affective processes in corporeal movement.   

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
Phone: 02 492 15097 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Living in new suburbia 
Despite a recent trend towards denser cities, greenfield construction on the fringes remains crucial to 
urban development in Australia.  Huntlee, a new development in the NSW Hunter Valley, is planned to be 
the biggest single urban development in NSW.  The first residents have started to move in to Huntlee, 
ahead of the construction of a range of services designed to increase the livability of this new urban place.  

mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
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This project will explore how placemaking happens in new urban developments.  The project will involve 
considering the role of a range of actors, including residents, developers, local councils, the state 
government alongside non-human actors.   

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Play spaces in the city 
Considering the ways in which cities are spaces for play is an exciting new direction in human geography.  In 
this project we will explore play spaces in the port of Newcastle.  Play happens in a range of spaces across 
the port – some planned to be play spaces, some which become temporary play spaces and some that are 
coopted to be play spaces.  The project will consider the role of play for many groups in the city, not just 
children who have conventionally been the focus of research on play.  Our focus in on how play allows us to 
explore differently how cities are made through playful encounters.  

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
The beach as an unstable infrastructure (re)patterning everyday life in Stockton, Newcastle, NSW 
 
The ongoing issue of beach erosion in Stockton became more visible in 2019 when the only child care 
centre in Stockton was closed, then demolished due to erosion. This was followed by the trucking/ dumping 
of sand on to the beach to allow nippers to run in summer; the closure of a café resulting in job loss for 25 
staff; the emergency relocation of several cabins from the caravan park and the declaration of Stockton as a 
natural disaster zone in February 2020. As one Stockton resident commented, "we've had the daycare 
centre, we've had Lexie's [the café], what's next? The surf club?". The erosion is having profound effects on 
everyday life in Stockton.  This paper draws on the infrastructural turn to interrogate these developments. 
While beaches have long been understood as infrastructure in tourism studies, it is only more recently that 
geographers have begun to explore beaches as infrastructure. Infrastructures are crucial to patterning 
everyday lives.  Examining the dynamism of infrastructures reveals “frictions between past decisions about 
resource allocation against present needs and future aspirations” (Rodgers and O’Neill 2012 p. 403). The 
paper explores Stockton Beach, particularly focusing on the ways that the beach is remembered, 
recognised, prioritised, defended or disregarded as everyday infrastructure by community activists and in 
government policy and practice. 

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Dr Paul Hodge  
 
Decolonizing development (co-supervised by Associate Professor Sarah Wright) 
Development must be decolonized. Yet, what this might look like and involve is far from clear. Topics and 
questions could include: 

• Contemporary debates in critical development studies 
• Strengths-based approaches as ‘decolonising method’ 
• Exploring what decolonisation actually means in the context of contemporary development theory 

and practice 

mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
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• Considering how Indigenous-led geographies might inform pathways to decolonising development  
• What decolonization as practice look like in the context of Natural Resource Management in 

Australian? 
 

 
Contact: Dr Paul Hodge 
Phone:  (02) 4921 5092 
Email:  Paul.Hodge@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Forced migration and those seeking asylum  
Forced migration is a global phenomenon with stark implications for those fleeing war and persecution and 
for governments attempting to manage the movement of people across borders (de Larrinaga and Doucet, 
2010; Pickering and Weber, 2006). The situation in the Australian context is no different (Hodge, 2015; 
McAdam, 2013; Mountz et al, 2012). The path the Australian government has taken, through its 
deployment of Operation Sovereign Borders (Australian Government, 2013), is one that views asylum 
seekers and refugees as ‘threats’ to national security, as a strain on resources, and as ‘taking local jobs’ 
(Dutton, 2016). Despite being a signatory of the 1951 Refugee Convention, the Australian government 
continues to breach its international obligations when it comes to its responsibilities to those seeking 
asylum. This position is condemned by United Nations agencies, other countries, international and national 
peak bodies and non-government organisations (UNHCR, 2015; ASRC, 2016; RCA, 2015). Topics and 
questions could include: 

• The Island detention phenomenon (Mountz, 2011) 
• The closure of Nauru and Manus Island: where to for those legally seeking asylum? 
• Australia’s Humanitarian intake; is Australia pulling its weight at a time of unprecedented global 

forced migration?  
 
Contact: Dr Paul Hodge 
Phone:  (02) 4921 5092 
Email:  Paul.Hodge@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
 
Care in community housing 
Social housing, comprising public housing and community housing, provides a stable and affordable home 
for some of the most vulnerable Australians.  Community housing organisations provide more than just 
“bricks and mortar”, they also provide a range of spaces of care for vulnerable people.  This project will 
explore practices of care by Compass Housing, the one of the largest community housing organisations in 
Australia, which is based in the Hunter region.  Kathy has an ongoing research relationship with Compass 
housing where Compass proposes applied research topics for honours students and supports the students 
in conducting their research.  So far, this collaboration has generated 2 completed honours theses, one on 
community housing and older people and one on community housing and tenant engagement.  Another 
student is currently working on a project with Compass.  One exciting aspect of undertaking this honours 
project is that your results will feedback directly to the provision of services for vulnerable people. 
 

Contact: Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone:  (02) 4921 6451 
Email:  Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

mailto:Paul.Hodge@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Paul.Hodge@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au
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Homelessness services as spaces of care: the role of volunteering 
Homelessness is on the rise in Australia.  Homeless service providers attempt to meet the myriad of needs 
of homeless people through a range of models of service provision.  These services often rely on the labour 
of volunteers to provide spaces of care.  This project would explore the role of volunteers in homeless 
service provision in the Hunter.  The research project would be part of a larger research agenda focused on 
housing as an infrastructure of care.  
 

Contact: Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone:  (02) 4921 6451 
Email:  Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Living in new suburbia 
Despite a recent trend towards denser cities, greenfield construction on the fringes remains crucial to 
urban development in Australia.  Huntlee, a new development in the NSW Hunter Valley, is planned to be 
the biggest single urban development in NSW.  The first residents have started to move in to Huntlee, 
ahead of the construction of a range of services designed to increase the livability of this new urban place.  
This project will explore how placemaking happens in new urban developments.  The project will involve 
considering the role of a range of actors, including residents, developers, local councils, the state 
government alongside non-human actors.   

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Play spaces in the city 
Considering the ways in which cities are spaces for play is an exciting new direction in human geography.  In 
this project we will explore play spaces in the port of Newcastle.  Play happens in a range of spaces across 
the port – some planned to be play spaces, some which become temporary play spaces and some that are 
coopted to be play spaces.  The project will consider the role of play for many groups in the city, not just 
children who have conventionally been the focus of research on play.  Our focus in on how play allows us to 
explore differently how cities are made through playful encounters.  

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
The beach as an unstable infrastructure (re)patterning everyday life in Stockton, Newcastle, NSW 
 
The ongoing issue of beach erosion in Stockton became more visible in 2019 when the only child care 
centre in Stockton was closed, then demolished due to erosion. This was followed by the trucking/ dumping 
of sand on to the beach to allow nippers to run in summer; the closure of a café resulting in job loss for 25 
staff; the emergency relocation of several cabins from the caravan park and the declaration of Stockton as a 
natural disaster zone in February 2020. As one Stockton resident commented, "we've had the daycare 
centre, we've had Lexie's [the café], what's next? The surf club?". The erosion is having profound effects on 
everyday life in Stockton.  This paper draws on the infrastructural turn to interrogate these developments. 
While beaches have long been understood as infrastructure in tourism studies, it is only more recently that 
geographers have begun to explore beaches as infrastructure. Infrastructures are crucial to patterning 
everyday lives.  Examining the dynamism of infrastructures reveals “frictions between past decisions about 
resource allocation against present needs and future aspirations” (Rodgers and O’Neill 2012 p. 403). The 

mailto:Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
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paper explores Stockton Beach, particularly focusing on the ways that the beach is remembered, 
recognised, prioritised, defended or disregarded as everyday infrastructure by community activists and in 
government policy and practice. 

Contact: Associate Professor Michelle Duffy or Associate Professor Kathy Mee 
Phone: 02 492 15097 or 02 49216451 
Email:  Michelle.Duffy@newcastle.edu.au or Kathy.Mee@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
 
 

Dr Meg Sherval 
 
Everyday Ruralities: recounting situated knowledge  
 
As geographers, we know that the everyday matters. In rural situations, sometimes life can be mundane or 
at times extraordinary, and with each event comes renewed knowledge. The rural by definition represents 
a space where life is practiced in numerous and often diverse ways. Research which seeks to explore the 
myriad of experiences that occur in rural places as part of the lived experience of everyday life is welcomed. 

Research projects that engage with theoretical, methodological and empirical considerations could take the 
form of but are not limited to: 

• Everyday representations of rural life and different ways of understanding rurality 
• How lives are grounded in particular rural places by traditional or changing activities 
• How lives are disrupted in rural places through internal or external threats to amenity and the like, 

and what actions individuals or communities undertake to protect their rural spaces 
• How rural citizenship is being redefined today. 

 
Contact: Dr Meg Sherval 
Phone:   (02) 4921 6809 
Email:    Meg.Sherval@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Mining the countryside: relations, conflicts and trade-offs.  
 
Rural and regional areas once recognised as hubs of agricultural production and sources of food security 
are being altered as land use transformation in the form of mining and hydrocarbon industries are 
expanding their presence in traditional rural spaces. Growing energy demands have also seen many rural 
areas become spaces of social contestation, with conventional, renewable and unconventional energy 
production all becoming the focus of resistance and protest. Likewise, concerns over the impact of energy 
consumption of the world's climate have not only added to contestations over energy production but have 
also raised questions about sustainability of current practices of energy development and consumption of 
the countryside. 
 
Research projects that engage with theoretical, methodological and empirical considerations could take the 
form of but are not limited to: 

• Relations, conflicts and trade-offs between energy and other forms of land-use 
• The environmental and social impacts of systems of rural energy production, distribution and 

consumption 
• Relations between energy security and the production of environmental and social insecurities (e.g. 

mailto:Sarah.Bell@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Meg.Sherval@newcastle.edu.au
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water insecurity, food insecurity, housing insecurity) 
• The resource demands on the countryside and the role governments and corporations play in 

addressing community concerns 
• Critiquing the value of the Social Licence to Operate and how it is framed 
• Critiquing continued masculinised visions of mining 
• Critiquing mining and energy projects as continuing legacies of environmental injustice 
• The contest between development and the application of environmental law. 

 
Contact: Dr Meg Sherval 
Phone:  (02) 49216809 
Email:  Meg.Sherval@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Professor Simon Springer 
 
Unschooling and the Possibilities of Childhood 
 
Education in its idealized form is a process of self-discovery, an awakening to one’s potential, and a desire 
to see such abilities realized. For many parents and children this ideal increasingly takes the form of 
unschooling. Often maligned, unschooling is not anti-education, but rather a response to authoritative and 
coercive schooling structures, and is more appropriately considered as a form of child-led learning. To 
ensure the absence of coercion in education children need opportunities to explore for themselves, making 
their own decisions about what their interests are, and how those curiosities might be fulfilled. Presenting a 
broad range of opportunities is crucial, but the decision about what path to follow should be determined by 
the child. When bound to a classroom we often mistake obedience for education. 
 
• Why are more Australians opting to homeschool their children? 
• What motivates an unschooling approach? 
• What geographies do children engage when learning is shifted from the classroom to the wider 

world? 
• What has been the response to unschooling by state authorizes and the wider community? 
• How are social groups formed and maintained among unschooling families? 
• What does a day in the life of an unschooling family look like? 
• What are the outcomes of unschooling over the longer term? 

Contact: Professor Simon Springer 
Email:  Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au   
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Vegan Political Ecologies 
 
Veganism is undeniably on the rise. For many the move towards veganism is informed by an ethics of care 
that extends not only to other animals, but also to the wider biosphere. Given the extraordinary depletion 
of water resources, widespread deforestation, intensified climate change, pervasive pollution, and extreme 
violence that all flow from contemporary animal agriculture, for vegans, our current food practices 
represent nothing short of ecocide. Increasing deforestation, methane and ammonia emissions, overuse of 
antibiotics, and contamination of the water table with waste, are but a few of the deleterious effects of 
traditional animal agriculture. While a vegan diet doesn’t solve all of our problems, there are significant 
implications for reducing the effects of climate change and moving towards greater sustainability. 
• What would a shift towards veganism look like in terms of the impacts on our environment? 
• How are vegans advocating for such changes, and what forms of activism are effective? 

mailto:Meg.Sherval@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au
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• What constraints exist in shifting towards veganism in terms of political will, economic imperatives, 
and social attitudes? 

• How does veganism intersect with capitalism, and is this compatible with a more sustainable local 
and global outlook?  

• How has a vegan outlook been approached within the local context, and how has the community 
responded? 

Contact: Professor Simon Springer 
Email:  Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au  
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Climate Disasters and Mutual Aid 
 
The incidence of climate related disasters are unquestionably on the rise. Mutual aid and various practices 
of community care have evolved as key responses to recent and ongoing catastrophic climate events. 
Research into how mutual aid and reciprocity function in crises situations, particularly when and where 
government interventions fail, is essential to the prevention of loss of life and livelihoods. The more we 
know about community responses within contexts that have faced climate disasters, the better prepared 
we will be to offer meaningful supports, and likewise to assist ourselves within the context of our own 
communities to respond in meaningful ways that mitigate damage. In most disaster situations the actual 
event (i.e., a bushfire, a cyclone, drought) is only the beginning of a longer process. The severest 
consequences of homelessness, migration, and the outbreak of disease, typically arise in the aftermath 
when communities are not well organized to care for one another. Research into mutual aid networks 
offers a lens on how we are coping with the most prescient existential crisis that humans have ever faced.  

• How are mutual aid networks organized following climate crisis events? 
• What sorts of skills and community practices are mobilized to support each other? 
• Why are governments so prone to fail when it comes to providing adequate supports in 

post-climate disaster scenarios?  
• How does gender influence the way that community care is organized in climate related 

disaster situations?  
• Why are people so effective at organizing themselves around non-hierarchical principles of 

mutual aid in disaster situations? What does this tell us about the ostensible need for the 
hierarchies that occupy our lives under usual circumstances? 

Contact: Professor Simon Springer 
Email : Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Associate Professor Sarah Wright 
 
Gumbaynggirr-led intercultural and intergenerational place-based storytelling (co-supervised by Dr. Lara 
Daley & Dr. Paul Hodge)  
 
This action research honours project involves working within established research relationships between 
Gumbaynggirr custodians and Discipline of Geography researchers at the University of Newcastle. The 
project will focus on place-based intercultural and intergenerational storytelling led-by Gumbaynggirr 
custodians. The project aims to document and share Gumbaynggirr knowledge and wisdom on 
Gumbaynggirr-led terms in order to nourish relationships between people and Country. The action 
component of the research may include producing a photo book featuring stories told by Gumbaynggirr 
custodian Uncle Bud Marshall, creative mapping projects with Gumbaynggirr Jagun Aboriginal Corporation 
or working towards Juungambala, setting things right, on Gumbaynggirr Country.   

mailto:Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Simon.Springer@newcastle.edu.au
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Contact: Sarah Wright 
Phone:  0421 342 752 
Email:  Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

  
Sustainable Development through Youth-led and Farmer-led Agriculture  
This action research honours project involves being part of a broader collaborative effort to support the 
development of a Seed Hub in the Philippines. The goal of the broader project is to create a model organic 
farm, community learning hub and environmental education centre that can be replicated by other farmers 
and communities across the Philippines with the assistance of two Filipino NGOs, (the MASIPAG network 
and PDG), in collaboration with Monash University and University of Newcastle, and the Central Philippine 
State University (CPSU) in Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental, Philippines. Honours projects supporting this 
project could relate to: social enterprise, emotional geographies of development, diverse economies, 
knowledge production and/or social movement theory.  
 
Sarah is also working on other projects in the Phillipines that could become honours projects, particularly 
some new research with indigenous women Mindanao.  Potentially interested students should contact 
Sarah by email as soon as possible.  
 

Contact: Sarah Wright 
Phone:  0421 342 752 
Email:  Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
Decolonizing development (co-supervised by Dr Paul Hodge and Lara Daley) 
Development must be decolonized. Yet, what this might look like and involve is far from clear. Topics and 
questions could include: 

• Contemporary debates in critical development studies 
• Strengths-based approaches as ‘decolonising method’ 
• Exploring what decolonisation actually means in the context of contemporary development theory 

and practice 
• Considering how Indigenous-led geographies might inform pathways to decolonising development  
• Engaging the urban as Country 
 

Contact: Sarah Wright 
Phone:  0421 342 752 
Email:  Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
Children Place Weather 
Are you interested in supporting future generations of children to understand and nourish their 
relationships with place and weather? We are developing a research project with a small school on the mid-
north coast of NSW, in a rural setting next to a river, as part of their integrated outdoor environmental 
education project. The honours project will be both interactive and creative, working with children to 
consider different ways to document and understand their experiences with place.  Possible ideas include 
making a sound-scape, using hydrophones to record river sounds, storytelling and/or designing and 
working with arts-based practice to document children’s experiences of the Bellinger river and its seasons. 
How do sound and movement enhance connections with place, how might diverse creative practices 
nurture and make sense of children’s relationships with the environment? 
 

mailto:Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au
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Contact: Sarah Wright 
Phone:  0421 342 752 
Email:  Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au 
Centre for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) 

 
 
With any enquiries about other potential Honours opportunities in Geography. Human Geography and 
the Environment Honours, and Development Studies Honours, please contact Honours Coordinator 
Associate Professor Kathy Mee: Kathy.mee@newcastle.edu.au .  
 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The University offers a series of scholarships targeted at Honours students.  
  
For information go to http://www.newcastle.edu.au/scholarships. Click on the button on the left for 
Undergraduate honours scholarships. These are updated regularly, so check regularly.  
 
The Faculty of Science also has a Summer Scholarship scheme, details are usually announced in September/ 
October.  

mailto:Sarah.Wright@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:Kathy.mee@newcastle.edu.au
http://www.newcastle.edu.au/scholarships
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