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1 BACKGROUND 

Residual Current Devices (RCD’s) also known as Earth Leakage Protection or Safety Switches, are pieces 
of equipment that protect people from the potential for electric shock or electrocution. 

RCD’s have been a requirement in NSW workplaces and new homes for more than 10 years and have 
been recommended for installation in older homes even though it isn’t a mandatory requirement in 
residential homes over 10 years of age. 

Now with many people working from home, where this is occurring your home is now considered a 
workplace and UON’s duty of care to ensure our people’s safety, now extends to that workplace. You as 
a worker have a duty of care to yourself and others to control the risks to your safety. 

RCD’s work by measuring the current that is coming into the circuit and what’s exiting. Under normal 
conditions this is the same. If however there is a difference between incoming and outgoing, the RCD cuts 
power to the circuit and reduces the potential for an electric shock. 

There are many different brands of RCD’s and they look slightly different but they each have a TEST 
button (in these cases both have “T” on the test buttons).  

                             

RCD’s operate to stop the electrical flow which reduces the risk of injury. They do this within one third of 
a heart beat and reduce the risk of injury to the heart and other body parts. Under certain circumstances 
they can also operate if there is a fault that may have otherwise caused a fire. 

It is critical therefore to ensure that they are operating as designed and installed. 

 

2 ACTION REQUIRED 

If you are working from home, check to see if RCD’s are installed in your home. If they are installed, 
have they been tested? Testing is as simple as pressing the test button and ensuring that the power 
circuit that they are installed on no longer has power. 
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