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104 EXCURSIONS AND ADVENTURES

Broken Bay, is here deep and sluggish. The
town is small, dirty, and badly built; and the
country, as I have said before, is flat and uninter-
esting. A good deal of clearing has been effected
around the town ; and, as it is comparatively an
old settlement, the stumps, which in most places
form such an eye-sore, have disappeared. Of
course, this is no place for the emigrant, unless
he wishes to purchase or to rent a farm at a
much higher rate than he could do at home.

Having been recommended to visit some of
the northern settlements, and happening to
meet, about this time, with a gentleman from
one of them, I determined on embracing his
offer, and on accompanying him to his quarter.
I accordingly went on board the steamer for Port
Macquarie, at this time the most northern
settlement in Australia.

We started at seven in the evening, and next
morning, at eight, I found we had put in at
Newecastle, for coals. This town is built at the
mouth of the river Hunter, and serves in some
measure as the port of that river and of Mait-
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land, a small town thirty miles further up. Its
chief importance, however, is derived from its
coal mines, which belong to the Australian
Agricultural Company, and which produce coal
of very good quality, and that within a couple of
hundred paces of the harbour. The town is
small, is built on a sand-hill, and has rather a
bleak appearance.

The view up the river is better ; the wide
channel narrowing into some graceful windings,
the mangroves lining it to within the water’s
edge, and the mountains of the Upper Hunter
forming a fine background. The entrance to
the river is dangerous, the channel being narrow
and irregular.  In the mouth of it lies an iso-
lated and lofty rock of sandstone, called “ Nobby,”
which by art is now about to be restored to its
former junction with the mainland.

For a long time, Government has employed
gangs of convicts, in irons, in forming a break-
water from this rock to the headland on the
south, or Newcastle side of the river. The ma-
terial used is the sandstone rock from the south
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