








Past and present. (Above) The team University Rugby Union Club entered in the Newcastle
Senior Competition in the mid-Fifties.
(Below) The first·grade team that played against Boolaroo on July 26, 1975.
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(now Professor) was the fIrst Vice-President.
"In the week before the competition began,

Newcastle Rugby Union informed the Club that
it must submit a Constitution. Ken Booth,
Cyril Renwick and I prepared a constitution,
which was formally submitted at a special
general meeting held during a training session at
Tighes Hill Oval. I remember that the afternoon
was bitterly cold; Cyril and I wore top coats.
The players, including Ken Booth, stood around
stamping their feet to keep warm, while, clause
by clause, the Constitution was approved.

"After talking recently with some old play­
ers, I would be prepared to agree that the first
match was against Nobbys, or Stockton, at a
park in Hamilton South. An early match, too,
was played at Waratah Oval (against The Wara­
tahs I presume), where we began with about
nine players. After play had commenced, four
or fIve players who lived at Maitland came over
the overhead bridge, with their car horn blow­
ing, and made up the number. Dispite the weak
start, the team reached the fInal in the first year
of the Club.

"In early 1956 I was re-elected President. I
am fairly sure that Cyril Renwick and George
Haggarty were elected Vice-Presidents and
Trevor Webb re-elected Secretary. In the 1957
annual meeting I declined nomin~tion for Presi­
dent in order that a student could occupy the
position. John Hartigan was elected President
and I probably became a Vice-President, along
with Cyril Renwick and George Haggarty. We,
with others, including Dr K. Hartley and Barry
Gordon (now Professor), were selectors. About
this time Professor Auchmuty's son, Giles, and
my son, Graham, were ball boys for the Club.
In 1958 it was felt a staff member should be
President. Mr George Haggarty (now Dr) was
elected and in 1959 he was succeeded by Mr
Ray Walker (now Professor). Professor Auch­
muty was a regular spectator and supporter of
the young Club.

"It is fair to say that University Club made a
signifIcant impact on Rugby in Newcaslte. In
the early years we had forwards and backs who
were both fast and light. Hence, we intro­
duced open, fast football to the Newcastle
scene - a brand that was new. Generally, our
players were fItter than those from other clubs
and often we won matches in the last quarter
hour against our more experienced, but wearier,
opponents. The contribution made by Ken
Booth, in sportsmanship (both on and off the
fIeld), should be recorded as an important
factor in the early success of the Club.

"The Celtic Cup was donated by Professor
David Phillips for competition between The
University of Technology (later the University
of New South Wales) and Newcastle University
College. My recollection is that in the fIrst
game in Sydney we were badly beaten, but we
had a good win the second time in Newcastle,
after which Professor Phillips and I picked the
University of Technology's Inter-Varsity squad.
I think Newcastle got nine or 10 players in.
I know Professor Phillips ran into severe crit­
icism when he returned to Sydney. We enter­
tained the University of Technology's officials
and players with food and appropriate thirst­
quenchers in the little "tuck-shop", still near
the rear gate of the Technical College.

"I well recall the development of the sports
oval on the Tighes Hill campus. It was a barren,
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sandy area, with a warren of old air-raid shelters
from World War II and the foundations of an
old German-owned factory, built about 1911.
My Geology students and I surveyed the area.
Mr Tom Ellis, now Deputy Principal of New­
castle Technical College, drew up a plan. It
received joint support from the University of
Technology and the Technical College and an
oval was levelled and grassed. Later the Tech­
nical College up-graded the ground to its present
condition. Cricketers might recall that it had a
turf wicket from the beginning. It was named
the MacDougall Field, after the then Chairman
of the Newcastle Technical Education District
Advisory Council.

"It was indeed a privilege to have been
associated with such fIne young people during
the formative years of the Club."

Just for the record: University's first grade
team won the Newcastle competition in 1959
(three years after entering the senior grade),
1961, 1962 and 1966. University was Club
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champions in 1959, 1962, 1963, 1965
1968.

The following players have been aw.-~d
University Blues:

Bernard Leighton Adcock (1959), Allen
Raymond Andrews, Petrie Laing Sirnington,
Allan James Joseph McGowan (1959), Wil­
liam John Coulter, John Justin Hamilton
Davies, Brian Patrick Q'Shea, Derek David
Rogers, Ross Leslie Watts, Bruce Watson
Wilson (1964), John Neville Rowland (1965),
George Albert Bickerstaff, Keith Stanton
Lynch, Bernard Francis Curran, Keith Win­
ston Hopkins (1966), Lance Edward Cock­
burn, James Herbert Allen (1967), Wayne
Kingston, Robert Neil Hatherly, Leonard
Anthony Dean (1968), Michael Lawrence
Goldman (1969), Bruce Mervyn Devir, Keith
Ernest Brown, Darrell Williamson (1970),
Richard Kaleb Arpad Detozer, Robert
Wilkinson (1971), Thomas Henry Angus
and James William Hall (1972).


