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the other sporting clubs as they developed.
"It is not the first time I have taken part in

the opening of new sporting facilities: I can
recollect being invited to open both our major
and original sports field and also the first of our
tennis courts, but of course it is the first occas­
ion on which the sporting complex I am invited
to open has been called after me. No greater
tribute could be paid to a vice-chancellor than
the double headed one I have received with my
name perpetuated and associated on the one
hand with the library, the central core of the
university and on the other with this indoor
sports centre so long desired so late in develop­
ment.

"It has been said that 'God helps those who
help themselves' and it is in that spirit that the
sports union has planned and completed this
magnificent building, for, whilst all, or practic­
ally all, of our other sporting facilities have been
provided out of university, which means govern­
ment grants, the greater part of the cost of this
sports centre has been met from sports union
funds, associated with a loan from the Com­
monwealth Trading Bank of $200,000 serviced
from the funds of the sports union. The total
cost, including equipment of this first stage of
the building will be in excess of $300,000, and
of course it is our hope that when the univer­
sities commission registers the self-sacrifice of
our sports uniol) m.embers, it will quickly come
to our support with the funds for the planned
extensions of the second stage.

"There are certain peculiarities of the present
construction associated with anticipated future
extensions. This main hall, which as you have
probably noted is 120 feet long by 60 feet
wide - we have not yet gone metric - will cater
for basketball, badminton, volleyball and gym­
nastics and one basketball court meets inter­
national standards. There will be an increasing
quantity of gymnastic equipment such as you
have seen in use, and in the basement opportun­
ities for weight lifting and circuit training. The
changing rooms will also be available for use by
those playing on No. 2 oval, and on No. 3 when
it is completed, and women's liberation has won
the day to the exten t tha t there is equal accom­
modation - 16 showers each for men and
women.

"Two sports fields, an indoor sports cen tre,
4 tennis courts and other outdoor sporting
amenities - all this is a far cry from the day
when Mr. Ken Booth, then the university's
amenities officer, first led a university rugby
union team onto the field in 1954. Having
watched so many games of various kinds inevit­
ably there are inciden ts which stick in the
memory and Ken Booth coming back to com­
petitive sport as full-back is one: you all know
how quickly the union side reached first grade
and won district competitions.

"At cricket I was present the day the first
first grade century was scored for the university
by Doug. March against Stockton, and oddly
enough that same day somebody also, Rogers,
I think, scored a century for the university in
second grade.

"Some of my memories are so humourous
they should only be told in private, but in those
early days of the university college we owed
much to associate members who strengthened
our developing teams and to senior members of
staff. like Professors Arthur Ritchie and Ray
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Walker, or John McLennan, Merv. Hallinan and
George Haggerty, who were in due course
succeeded by people still active in sporting
circles, like Professors Ceoff. Curthoys, Barry
Gordon, Alan Oates and Godfrey Tanner, or
Peter Kleeman, Ted Flowers, Keith Smith and
Kevin Bell, not to mention dozens of others.

"It is obviously a matter of satisfaction to
me that in the over-whelming majority of clubs
- there are 26 affiliated with the sports union
-- all playing members are members of the
university, though we did appreciate the early
assistance of associates. To give some idea of
the distribution of sporting activities through­
out the university I have collected statistics on
the number of blues awarded, first by the
college and then by the university: rugby union
28, cricket 10, basketball 5, tennis 4, athletics
4, badminton 4, women's hockey 3, squash 3,
rowing 2, men's hockey 2, table tennis 2, weight
lifting 1, fencing I and rugby league I. In case
somebody wants to know, of this total, 70,21
were awarded pre-autonomy and 49 since
independence.

"There are some odd reflections on those
figures. Whilst rugby union easily tops the list,
it must be remembered it won the district
championship on several occasions, usually
under the leadership or with the support of
today's sports union president, Brian O'Shea,
and won the Kanematsu Cup at the very
first inter-varsity after independence, yet there
are no soccer blues, although we won the inter­
varsity competition at the first attempt - some
will recall why there are no blues.

"In 1970 we won the inter-varsity under
water championship again without individual
award, but nevertheless a remarkable victory.
Students have found themselves in Australian
representative sides, have participated in
olympic and other international games overseas
and one like Margaret Clark, has held a national
Australian title (single rowing sculls).
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"What I am trying to stress this afternoon is
the well established sporting tradition of the
university in many fields; the support given to
that tradition by members of staff like Mr.
O'Shea and Mr. Beaman in administrative posts,
and by dozens of other academics who actively
participate, like the elderly gentlemen of the
third cricket IX who on one occasion made a
New Zealand tour in addition to others nearer
home. Some week-ends I am told that those
representing the university in competitive fix­
tures can be counted in the hundreds and t: .
I must stress that our facilities are for all st
ents and not just for those who are outstanding,
so that some clubs turn out more than a half a
dozen teams at one time in the case of squash
17 .. all of which requires active organization.

"IfMr. Booth was a very popular initiato
our sporting traditions, his popularity his dr ,
and his en thusiasm has been carried on by his
current successor, Harry Bradford, one of the
most hard-working men in the service of the uni·
versity, and of the clubs associated with the
sports union. With lsobel Heath and now Stan
Barwick, together with the ground staff, a great
service is provided to all concerned and Harry
must be very proud of all that has been achieved
since his appointment in 1961. Our tributes are
also extended to the architect of the building,
Brian Suters, to the Planner's Department and
to the builder Mr. Hinds and his work force
together with Mr. Alex Forsythe, our Council
Member, who provided the financial advice.

"In the university the athletics club, even
though at one time presided over by the Vice­
Principal, Professor Tweedie, has led a checker­
ed existence: it is my hope that now, with
these magnificent headquarters, it will go from
strength to strength. I thank the sports union
and the council of the university for honouring
me so far above my expectations and have much
pleasure in declaring the Auchmuty Sports
Centre' open."




