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rowed building to which it added further
facilities as they were needed. While normal
life is proceeding a large and attractive site is
being prepared for new buildings about twenty
miles from Kuala Lumpur and in a more rural
setting. This is another similarity to our own
case, but it will be several years before Univer­
siti Kebangsaan will be able to move to new,
specially constructed 'buildings for its own use,
If the present favourable economic progress
continues in Malaysia, there will no doubt be
adequate provision for building and equipping
a new Psychology Department, Making rec­
ommendations for such facilities was an easier
task than suggesting ways in which the other
problems could be solved.

There appear to be three ways at least in
which outside assistance could help in the sol­
ution of the problems of staffing and instru­
mentation. Firstly qualified research workers
could carry out research in Malaysia in co­
operation with local psychologists and arrange
for the fmdings to be published in the Malay
language. Although this may be a slow process
it will gradually lead to the development of
instruments which have been prepared in, or
translated into Malay and validated there.
Furthermore some knowledge will be available
in Malay about the appropriateness of psycho­
logical theories when applied to Asian cultures.

A second possibility uses the external ex­
aminer system. Universiti Kebangsaan has
always made use of external examiners, usually
from other countries, to assist departments in
establishing and maintaining appropriate stand­
ards. One of the problems in applying this
practice is again that of language, and external
examiners unfamiliar with Malay language have
problems in giving appropriate advice. In some
subjects examiners or advisers, as they might
more appropriately be termed, have learned the
Malay language and given occasional lectures
in that medium. In the case of Psychology
there is obviously an advan tage to the adviser in
having at least a reading knowledge of the
language if he is to make use of his visits there
to foster joint research.

Finally universities in other countries could
accept graduate students in Psychology who are
Honours graduates in related disciplines and
have completed some Psychology subjects as
part of their degree. Such students, of course
would be required to complete preliminary
undergraduate work before proceeding to re­
search projects for their theses. There are
obvious difficulties in this solution both for
students and the universities who receive them.
These difficulties can be reduced if there is
opportunity for the staffs of the universities
concerned to consult before the student is
accepted. Without co-operation of this kind it
is difficult to see how qualified staff can be
obtained for Psychology Departments in a num­
ber of Asian countries in which it is not
currently taught to any extent.

The stresses produced by rapid development
in Asian countries often lead to behavioural
problems which hamper this development, In
Malaysia there appeared to be some awareness
of these problems, for example. in the felt need
for family counselling and other forms of psy­
chological service. However, little att~ntion is
paid to these problems by nations providing
ald for development, For example the Aust-
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ralian High Commission in Kuala Lumpur as­
serted that Australia is interested in assisting
with university c~operation in Agriculture and
Engineering bu t not with work in the Behaviour­
al Sciences.

CONVOCATION

Professor Ken Dutton was elected Warden of
Convocation at the annual meeting on 9th May.
Professor Dullon will hold office for a term of
two years and succeeds Mr. Warren Derkenne, a
Newcastle solicitor, who had been Warden
since 197 L

Professor Dutton is Dean of the University's
Faculty of Arts. He is a First Oass Honours
graduate in French in the University of Sydney
and obtained his Master of Arts degree and the
University Medal in the same University. He
was awarded the degree of Docteur de l'Univer­
site with the grade "tres honorable" by the
University of Paris in 1964.

Professor Du !ton

Before taking up his appointment as Head of
the Department of French at the University of
Newcastle in 1969 he was, first, a lecturer in
french in the University of Sydney, and, sub­
seq uently, a senior lecturer in French in Mac­
quarie University, which he also served as a
member of the Council.

Miss Fran Burns, Mr. R.W. Gibbins, Pro­
fessor B. Newton-J ohn and Mr. LP. Talty
retired from the Standing Committee of Con­
vocation in accordance with the constitution.
Mr. K. Hoffman resigned. An election resulted
in Dr. FJ. Purdue, C.B.E., Mr. G. Mitchell, Miss
K. Heiner, Mr. J. Lambert, Mrs. N. Cornelius
and Mrs. B. Lord being elected to the Committee.

Members of the Committee who d.id not
retire are Mrs. E.G. Hamilton, Mr. LW. Arm­
strong, Mr. P.A. Marquet, Mrs. H. Turner, Mr.
B.W. Relf, Miss C. Iohanson and Dr. J. Cham­
bers. The Warden and the Immediate Past
Warden are also members.

The Standing Committee continued its series
of seminars designed to keep members better­
informed about events and issues at the Univer­
sity. It staged a successful seminar at the con­
clusion of the Annual meeting dealing with
"Legal Education: The Case for a Regional Law
School", which brought together many mem­
bers of the legal profession and members of
Convocation.

The following speakers addressed the sem­
inar: Mr. Justice Hutley, of New South Wales
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Supreme Court, Court of Appeal; Mr. D.K.
Donald, Chairman of the Education Committee
of the Law Society of New South Wales; and
Professor K.E. Lindgren, Professor of Legal
Studies and Head of the Deparmtent of Legal
Studies, University of Newcastle.

It is proposed to publish the proceedings, as
was done for the seminars which considered the
Relationship Between Colleges of Advanced
Education and Universities and The Establish­
ment of a Medical School in Newcastle (both
held in 1972).

Convocation and the University were hosts
for the Eighth Australian University Graduate
Conference over the Australia Day holiday week­
end. The Conference brought to Newcastle
more than 20 representatives of Convocations,
Alumni Associations and other graduate bodies
from universities throughout Australia.

The Minister for Education in N.S.W. (Mr.
Willis) opened the conference. Professor Dutton
and Mr. J .K. Ellis were the principal speakers at
a seminar on "Continuing Education". At the
Conference Dinner the Vice-Chancellor deliverp-'
the conference address. The delegates w
taken on an outing to Pokolbin as relief from
the business sessions of the Conference.

The Vice-Chancellor will retire at the end of
this year. In recognition of the major contri­
bution made by Professor Auchmuty to t'
university, Standing Committee decided to
ablish a fund to provide the University Library
with a collection of special History books,
Professor Auchmuty is a Historian and the col­
lection, to be named the Auchmuty Special
Collection, will commemorate his service. Mem­
bers of Convocation are being invited to make
contributions to the fund.

Mr. Enol Hodge, a Producer for the Aust­
ralian Broadcasting Commission, addressed
Convocation's general meeting last November
on "Living with the Neighbours", an account of
his experience as the A.B.C.'s Representative in
Jakata. Mr. Hod!!e was educated at Newca' )
Boys' High and the old Newcastle UnivC_h_
College and worked as a journalist in Newcastle.

There was a good audience to hear Mr.
Hodge and Mr. P. Marquet proposed a I'ote of
thanks which was warmly accepted.

At the meeting of Standing Committee
4th April, Mr. LP. Talty, the Immediate Pa,
Warden, who attended his last meeting of the
Committee before retiring on 9th May, was
thanked for the outstanding service he had
given to Convocation. Mr. Talty was Warden
from 1969 to 1971 and President of the Aust­
ralian University Graduate Conference in 1973.

The Secretary, Mr. EJ. Buckman, reported
that 1,350 people had attended the 1974 Grad­
uation Ball. This was a record. The high atten­
dance was due to the ball being held in two
buildings on the campus the Great Hall and
the Union.

Convocation supported the publication of
"Hunter Valley Poets", a book of poelrY edited
by Assoc. Professor N. Talbot. The Standing
Committee purchased 100 copies and distribu t­
ed them to local schools.

Sub-commit tee are investiga ting the confer­
ring of an annual award by Convocation for an
outstanding graduate of the University and the
holding of a Graduates' Ball in the Great Hall.
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