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(d) Providing the machinery for the effective
expression of graduate opinion.

(e) Co-operating witil any body (whether in
Australia or elsewhere) having objects in
whole or in part the same as or similar to
the foregoing objects or any of them.
The Conference meets at least once in every

year, witil one of the graduate organisations
acting as host. The quorum for a Conference
meeting is representatives of five bodies entitled
to exercise avote at meetings of the Conference.
Motions passed at meetings of tile Conference
do not bind tile bodies ,tilat are entitled to
exercise a vote. The Conference may allow the
attendance of observers and may also delegate
its powers to tile Executive.

The executive of the Conference consists
of a President, two Vice-Presidents and an
Executive Secretary, who are usually elected
at the Annual Conference Meeting.

The Conference (and its predecessor, tile
Federation) has been instrumental in establish­
ing contact between Australian graduate organ­
is~tions and with University organisations with
an interest in graduate affairs. It provides a
common meeting ground for the statutory
graduate bodies and the non-statu tory graduate
organisations. It provides a focal point for
formulation of graduate opinion on matters of
interest to them at the national level, as well as
acting as a stimulus to the various organisations
by providing the machinery for the inter­
change of ideas and programmes.

The Sixth Annual Meeting in Hobart in
January 1972 featured a seminar on the subject
"The Role of the University in Society".

The 1973 Annual Meeting in Brisbane
included a widely publicised seminar on the
question "Whither Tertiary Education?", at
which the principal speaker was the new Fed­
eral Minister for Education, the Hon. K.E.
Beazley.

The A.U.G.C. has subsequently published
the proceedings of both these seminars. Arrange­
ments are now proceeding for the nex t
Annual Meeting, which will be held at the
University of Newcastle on the Australia Day
Weckend in January 1974.
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1973.
From the outlet, the Federation soukht to

establish cordial relations with all bodies in
Australia which might have an interest in the
activities of the Federation. In partic4lar, it
conducted correspondence witil tile Australian
Vice-<:hancellors' Committee, the Australian
Universities Commission, the National Union of
Austrapan University Students, the Federation
of Australian University Staff Associations, and
the Australian Council for Educational Re­
search. All these organisations were apprised
of the Federation's constitution and aims and
forwarded a copy of tile booklet on "Graduate
Organisations in Australia".

In January 1970 the founder organisation
- the Australian Federation of University
Graduates - was dissolved in favour of the
Australian University Graduate Conference. It
is important to note that there was no break in
continuity between the two organisations, nor
was there any alteration to the objectives. The
purpose of the change was to establish a looser
constitutional arrangement for A.U.G.C., enab­
ling some of the statutory gradijate boditils
throughout Australia to associate with A.U.G.C.
Although they had been anxious to join
A.F.U.G., several graduate organisations had
been unable to do so because of constitutional
difficulties

Since then, the A.U.G.C. has continued to
grow and strengthen, with twelve graduate
organisations, including the Australian Feder­
ation of University Women, participating in its
activities.

The objects of the Conference are to
encourage Australian Graduate Organisations to
counsel and act together in matters of mutual
interest witll a view to:
(a) Strengthening intellectual or personal re­

lations between graduate and graduate
bodies

(b) Mobilising graduate support for tertiary
education.

(c) Providing the opportunity for graduate
bodies to achieve more effectively their
respective objectives by the mutual inter­
change of ideas.

Edwards Hall, the University of Newcastle's residenn'al col/ege, where delegates will stay during the
conference.
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GRADUATE CONFERENCE

The University is to be the venue for the
next Australian University Graduate Confer>
ence.

On the Australia Day holiday weekend in
January Convocation will act as host for the
Conference, which will bring to Newcastle rep­
resentatives of all graduate bodies and alumni
associatiolU from universities throughout
Australia.

The Executive Secretary of the Conference,
Mr. Arthur J. Mason, wrote this brief history
of the A.U.G.C.

Graduate organisations in Australia are
prinlarily the creatures of statute. The Acts of
Parliament establishing the various Australian
universities provide for the maintenance of a
graduate influence in university government in
two ways: by the graduates electing a number

If
the members of the governing body of the

iversity; and by the graduates exercising
certain powers of review over amendmentS to
university statutes. For both these purposes,
the Acts create graduate organisations, usually
known as Convocations. Otiler graduate organ­

*tions have grown up which derive tileir
~itimacy from voluntary association; these

are usually known as graduate unions.
In January 1965, a number of representatives

of Australian graduate organisations met in
Melbourne to discuss the. organisation and
structure of existing graduate organisations in
Australia and the ground for common action
between them. This meeting recommended the
establishment of a national federation of
Australian graduate organisations.

In January 1966, a conference at the
University of Adelaide resulted from the agree­
ment of the various organisations to establish

• federation. Accordingly, this conference
~voted its time to the formulation of a con­

stitution acceptable to all the organisations
interested in participa ting in this federation.

In January 1967, the first annual Council
meeting of the Federation was held at Monash

_niversity. This conference saw the emergence
of certain broad lines of policy and areas of
activity in which the Federation could be
interested in the fu ture. I t was generally felt
that there was a need for the Federation to
move into the field of policy and to get away
from the discussion of constitutional matter '.
In particular, the Council meeting saw the
genesis of an interest in matters of educational

. concern to graduates and graduate organisations
and universities in Australia.

In July 1967, the Federation published the
first edition of "Graduate Organisations in
Australia". the first occasion on which such
information had been collated. The booklet
provided existing graduate organisations with
,m understanding of the formal structure of
their counterparts in other Universities. At the
same time, it gave an explanation of the varie ty
of terms applied descriptively and with varying
meaning to such graduate organisations. The
booklet was very well received by constituent
organisations as well as by university adminis­
trators and public libraries throughout Aust­
ralia A second edition was published early in
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The financial support of the Australian
Institute for A boriginal Studies and the legal
assistance of the National Parks and Wildlife
Service of New South Wales, is gratefully
acknowledged.

There is considerable interest in the 15
human burials discovered in amongst the more
recent camp debris. The individuals were of
various ages in life, and of both sexes, and had
been laid to rest in several different ways.
Most had been carefully buried on their backs
(see Illustration), bu t sOlnetimes only part of
the body was there. Four bodies had been
partly dismembered and then cremated. We
cannot comment usefully upon these burial
customs until detailed reports on age at death,
and sex, are completed, and it will also be
necessary to determine the relative antiquities
of the various burials.

At this stage of the project, many details
remain to be filled in, and some important
studies have yet to begin. Assistance from the
Department of Anatomy at the University of
Sydney, and from the Departments of Biology,
Chemistry, Geography and Geology at New­
castle, has been most generously given. Through
these cooperative efforts, the full story of the
Swansea dig will one day be written.
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stone implements. Nearly all these implements
are "Bondaian" type (pictured above). These
tiny blades, whose backs have been carefully
blunted by delicate chipping, are splendid
examples of the stoneflaker's art. Other
implements include the scrapers and chisels
used in making wooden implements, and there
are .;¥so a few bone points which have been
made by grinding the bone on lumps of sand­
stone.

The most satisfying feature of the Swansea
site is that it has. been in use for a very long
time indeed. A radiocarbon date indicates
that this campsite was first occupied 7850 ±
100 years ago.

We have recovered large quantities of. food
remains. There are many varieties of shel1fish
which, together with fish, made up the staple
diet. Most of the fish were quite small ones
which must have been caught by netting or
trapping. The campsite, which stands some
40 feet above the water, may well have served
as a spotting station for shoals of fish negotiat­
ing the Swansea Channel.

Other food remains include bones of larger
fish (especially of bream) and of reptiles and
small mammals. Quite a few seals also ended
up in the cooking fires. A detailed identification
of all the species represented is under way.

(A bove) Burial K at Swansea. Notice how the grave has been filled in with dark soil, which possibly
acted as a marker to prevent accidental disturbance in later gravedigging. (Below) Backed blades from
thiP Newcastle area. with an Australian jive cent coin to indicate size. These neatly-made implements
are very common at the Swansea site.

-~~-

Assoc. Professor L.K. Dyall, of the Dep­
artment of Chemistry, has written this report
on a "dig" made of an Aboriginal campsite
located at Swansea, South of Newcastle, on the
coast ofNew South Wales.

Between September and November, 1972,
the Newcastle Region saw its first systematic
excavation of a prehistoric Aboriginal campsite.
Some forty members of this University have
been involved with the project in one capacity
or another, and it is, therefore, fitting that the
fust progress report should be published in
this "Gazette"

Most of the prehistOIY of the Abor~ines is
written in the heaps of rubbish left at their
old campsites. Along our coastlines, the urban
sprawl has left few such sites for archaeologists
to study. The Newcastle situation was particul­
arly disappointing, in that extensive surveys
had failed to fmd a single site worth excavating.
Then, in 1971, bulldozing of scrub on the south
side of Swansea Channel uncovered a quite
unmistakable Aboriginal "midden" - a com­
pacted mass of shells, fish bones, and stone
flakes, black with cen turies of accumulated
campfue ash. The chance to recover the
prehistory of Newcastle's fust settlers was in
our grasp.

Unfortunately, there are few teams of
archaeologists in Australia and none could be
persuaded to put aside their existing commit­
ments to excavate at Swansea. In mid-1972,
the situation became desperate: the owner of
the land announced plans to build a house
right on top of the midden. At that stage, the
writer and Mrs. Frances Bentley took out a
permit for a "rescue' dig", the owner was
persuaded by the National Parks and Wildlife
Service to stay his hand for three months and
our excavations began.

An archaeological excavation is a complex
operation which requires considerable survey
and photographic equipment and a vast quantity
of packaging material, as well as the trowels,
spatulas, brushes, buckets, and sieves used in
the actual digging. Traditionally the work is
done by people with University training in
archaeology. In our urgent situation, there was
no time to train an excavation crew, or to be
applying for equipment grants. We acquired
our gear "on the run", trained our teams on
the job, and accepted anybody willing to turn
up at weekends and work. The project was
always on the verge of organizational collapse,
but scores of people from all walks of life kept
it driving along with most generous donations
of labour, skills, and equipment. In forty-two
hectic working days the story of the Swansea
Channel Aborigines was recovered from the
earth.

The excavation has belln immensely reward­
ing: so much material has been recovered that
it will take us four or five years to study it in
detail. Scores of generations of Aborigines have
fashioned stone implements at this site, using
the PemNan rocks of the "Reid's Mistake"
headland. We have recovered something like
100,000 waste flakes of stone from this man­
ufacture, and many hundreds of recognizable

SWANSEA "DIG"
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Till' ("il'ersit.\':\ lIew ,1 r1S /)ra/l/(/ nll',,"'e !las hee" a popular "('mlt' j"or S1<Ij:(' productiolls. i"dud
.. Yuu 'rt' a (;oud l1all ('Iwrlit' Broll''''' (pictured). si"l't' it opelled la<t ,~l"rl'''.
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NEW VICE-PRINCIPAL

The University Council has appointed
Professor A.D. Twecdie Vice-Principal and a
Deputy Vice-{;hanceUor of the University to
succeed Professor B. Newton-John, who in tends
to retire on 5th March next year.

The Vice-{;hanceUor said Professor Tweedie.
an Honours Graduate from the University of
New Zealand. who saw service during the war in
the Royal New Zealand Navy. joined the staff
of Newcastle University College as Senior
Lecturer and Head of the Departmen t of Geog­
raphy in January, 1955. after service in the
Universities of Otago and Queensland. He was
promoted Associate Professor in 1961 and after
advertisement was appointed first Professor of
Geography at Newcastle at the end of 1964.

In 1965. Professor Tweedie was elected by
his colleagues to be the first Depu ty Chairman
of Senate in the newly independent University
and did much to lay down the standards and
principles for Senate operation in the develop­
ing years. In 1969-70 he was Dean of the
Faculty of Arts. During his time at Newcastle
he has held visiting Professorial appointments at
the University of Colorado and the California
State University, Northbridge, and has represent­
ed Australia at a number of international con­
ferences concerned wi th Geograp hy in general
and Water Resources in particular. Professor
Tweedle is the author of a major work WareI'

and (fIe World, now in its third edition, and also
of some 20 or more shorter books and articles
in his field of specialization.

Thl' Vice.{'hanccllor added that Professor
Tweedie had also been active in the general
life or Ih.: University, being at on~ time
Presidenl or the Athletics Club. whilst on the
National scene he has been President of the
Instilut,' llr Auslralian Geographers and Presi­
denl "r Ih,' (;eu~raphic31 Seelion of the Aust­
ralbn ;l1ld New Zealand Association for the
advan,','l11,'nl or SdcllL·,'.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

At the General Assembly of the Internation­
al Astronomical Union in Sydney in August,
Professor C.S.L. Keay. of the Department of
Physics, was elected Chairman of an inter­
national committee to investigate the establish­
ment of a chain of au tomated meteor record­
ing stations in different parts of the world.

October brought with it the 10th anniversary
of computing services within the University.
On nnd October, ]963. an IBM 1620 com­
pu ter was installed at Newcastle University
College. Tighes Hill. This served the university
until September, 1966, when an IBM 1130 was
installed in the present computer room at the
Shortland site, and 'the 1620 returned to IBM
In November, 1970, the syst<:m was upgraded
with the installation of an ICL 1904,\ compuler.

Mr. David Wallaee, who is enroJJed in the
Faculty of Arts. has been elected President of
the 22nd Students' Representative Council. Mr.
Milorad PavIovic was elected Honorary Sec­
.retary to succeed Miss Jan Chambers. 'vIi"
Barbara CallColt was elected local A.U.S. Sec­

retary.
The Governor. with the advice of the

h.ecutive Council, appointed Mr. Leslie Gibbs,
B.E.M .. F.A.I.M., to the Council of the Uni­
versity. 1r. Gibbs succeeded as a member of
the Council the late Dr. G.A. Fdwards, former
Deputy Chancellor of the university, who died
last June.

Newcastle Flora and Fauna Protection Soc­
iety made a donation of 50 Australian plants to
express its support for the University's policy of
relaining the nalural character of the original
site. The shrubs were planted by members of
the Society in the precincts of the Great Hall.
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The University of e\\castle\ debating team
quelled the University of \lelbourne's team to
become winner of this year's Inter-Varsity
Debating Contest, conducted In the last week
of the vacation at the University of Sydney.
\Iilorad Pavlovie (Captain). GeolT Sheldon and
Larry Galbraith won the title ror this university
for the first time ever.

The University of Newcastle was host from
161h tn 19th AUl!ust tn a \\ olllen's !lock.:y lealll
representinl! Combin.:d Universilies of New It'
land. On 171h. Ne\\ ZeataJ1lj defeated a Ne\\·
castle representative team. which induded mem­
bers uf slall, Iknise Mark\\ell and Izalwllkath.
by tluel' I!uals to onc. On 181h. Ne\\ Zealand
defeated the University of Newcastle by fivagoals to one at University Oval. .,

Peter Allan, an Electrical Engineering
student, recorded the best individual score to
win the llniversity Open Golf Championships
and trophy at ewcastle Golf Club on 16th
September. The championships were held in
conjunction with the annual Students v. Staff
match for the Vice.{'hancellor's Trophy, which
was again won by the Staff team.

University's First XV was beaten by The
\\aratahs in (he 1973 District Rugby nion
Final. However, the Reserve Grade team won
through 10 the Grand Final, which they won
against 'vlerewether.{'arlton J 1-1 n.

University Squash Clu b was host to the
British Univer ities Squash team. The
Churehillians, in July. A large num ber of
spectators saw The Churchillians defeat a New­
castle representative team and a University
team by 5 ru bbers to none and 4 TU bbers to onc
respectively. The Churchillians were undoubt­
edly the best squash players ever seen at the
University court,.
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