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ELLIS AND AUROUSSEAU: TWO GREAT
BENEFACTORS

So intense and widespread are the demands for current
materials, both books and serials, in a new university library such
as ours, that very little can be spent on older materials. Donations
of older books are therefore always most warmly welcomed here.
Collections such as those given to the library by Miss Campbell,
Miss Morison, Professor Hartley, in recent years have considerably
enriched our collections. Any gift of the rare materials of Australian
history, so expensive now in the rare book markets of the world, is
of major significance and importance.

The University of Newcastle is most fortunate in that two of
Australia's most distinguished scholars have chosen to honour this
University by donating to the University Library choice items from
their private libraries, in both cases the fruits of at least half a
century of devoted and scholarly collecting in their own subject
areas.

Dr. Malcolm Ellis, historian, critic, polemicist and honorary
Doctor of Letters of this University, had strong links here. For
many years he encouraged and stimulated both staff and students,
particularly in the Department of History, who gained much from
a close association with this man who has been described as "the
historian of early Australia." Before his death last year, Dr. Ellis
had given to the. library three valuable items of Australiana:

BIGGE, JOHN THOMAS: [Reports on the colony of N.S.w.]
London, 1822-1823.

PHILLIP, ARTHUR: The voyage of Governor Phi/lip to
Botany Bay, London, 1789.

WHITE, JOHN: Journal of a voyage to New South Wales.
London, printed for J. Debrett, 1790.

To the library Dr. Ellis bequeathed 97 additional items
mainly in the field of Australian history, including-

COLLINS, DAVID: An account of the English Colony in New
South Wales.

HAWKESWORTH, JOHN: An account of the voyages under­
taken . .. for making discoveries in the SOllthem
Hemisphere, 3 vols., London, 1773.

HUNTER, JOHN: A n historical journal of the transactions at
Port Jackson and Norfolk Island, London, 1793.

Richer even than the Ellis collection is the collection of
Australian exploration recently donated to the University by Mr.
Marcel Aurousseau, writer, geographer and historian. Mr. Aurous·
seau, now retired and living in Sydney, is a world authority on
names, particularly geographical names. He was for 20 years
Secretary of the Permanent Committee on Geographical names in
London. During this time he wrote many essays on geographical
names and in 1957 he published The Rendering of Geographical
Names, a reference work for transliterators and map-makers. A
Journey through Spain in the late 20's resulted in what has been
described as one of the finest travel books ever written, Highway
into Spain, published in 1930. Of this book the Spanish author and
philosopher, Miguel de Unamuno said~"It is the best thing I have
read in English since the Bible in Spain. Thank you for the friendly
justice you have done my country."

Since his return to Sydney in 1956, Aurousseau has been
deeply concerned with seeing justice done for F. W. Ludwig­
Leichbardt, a man whom he greatly admires. In 1968 the Hakluyt
Society published in three volume Aurousseau's edition of
The Let/el'S of F. W. Ludwig-Leichhardt, a collection of all
Leichhardt's known letters. Aurousseau collected and edited them to
establish a reliable text based on the original documents and ha

translated those not in English. This stands as the major work in
Leichhardt scholarship.

Mr. Aurousseau, throughout his life, collected Australiana,
with particular emphasis on Australian exploration by land and sea
up to about 1860. Having resolved to hand this collection over to a
major library in the State outside the metropolitan area, already
served so well by the Mitchell Library in Australiana, Mr. Anrou ­
seau was moved to choose the University of Newcastle as the
permanent home for the collection he had with such devotion
assembled. The Aurousseau collection comprises some 240 volumes
and includes-

COOK, Capt. JAMES: Voyages round the World, 2 vols.,
London, 1790.

DAMPIER, WILLIAM: A voyage to New Holland, &c., in the
year 1699, Vol. 3, London, 1703.

DAWSON, ROBERT: The present state of A ustralia, London,
1830.

FLINDERS, MATTHEW: A voyage to Terra Australis, 2 vols.
& maps, London, 1814.

LEICHHARDT, LUDWIG: Journal of an overland expedition
in Australia from Moreton Bay to Port Essington,
London, 1847.

TENCH, WATKIN: A narrative of the expedition to Botany
Bay, London, 1789.

The Ellis Collection and the Aurousseau Collection will in
perpetuity adorn and enrich the library of the University of
Newcastle. The late Dr. Ellis and Mrs. Ellis, and Mr. and Mrs.
Aurousseau, visited the new Library last year and expressed their
content at the arrangements made for the housing and display of
the treasures entrusted to us.

The University Librarian, Mr. E. Flowers, examines one of the
volumes of the Aurousseau collection.

(By courte y of the Newcastle Morning Herald)




