








JO THE GAZETTE March, I96R

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

It was decided that the Interim Standing Committee should
remain in office until the next meeting of Convocation and prepare
a draft constitution for presentation to that meeting.

•
IVlr. E. E. George
Or. W. H. Ward
Dr. E. J. Egan
Mr. R. D. Faraday
Mr. B. S. John on
Mr. W. G. Derkenne

The Vice-Chancellor reported to the meeting that Dr. Basil
A. Helmore had been elected unoppo ed a Warden of on\ocation
and introduced Dr. Helmorc to the meeting.

Dr. Helmore's association with the University has been a
long one having been a Member of the Council of ewca tie
University College and of the Fir t Council of The University.
At the first election held to e tabli'h the full Council of The
University of Newcastle. Or. Helmore wa- elected a one of the
representatives et Convocation.

The Warden said he appreciated deeply the honour besto\\ ed
on him by Convocation in his election as its first Warden and
expressed the hope that Convocation would be influential in the
life of the University and not inactive as was the case in some
other Univer~ities.

An Interim Standing Committee was appointed to discuss (l

constitution for Convocation and to bring before Convocation any
matters felt to be in need of con ideration or determination by
that body. The following Members were elected to the InteNn..
Stand1l1g Commlttee:- ..,

Dr. B. A. Helmore
Mr. C. B. Belcher
Mr. E. J. Buck man
Mr. R. Basden
Mr. J. O. Reynolds
Mr. .I. P. Talty

At its meeting in May, 1967, the Council of The University
of Newcastle recognised the Interim Standing Commillee as the
Standing Committee of Convocation for the purposes of the
University Act.

In hi report to the second meeting of Convocation the
Warden tated that the Interim Standing Commiltee appointed at
the first meeting of Convocation had met three times since its
appointment. The Committee at these meetings devoted itself to
deliberations as to how Convocation could become a useful faclOr'
in University life and development and sub-commillee~ were formed
to examine various a'.pects of this problem.

The sub-comminee headed by Dr. Egan considered the mattel
of collaboration with Student bodies. M r. Faraday and his sub­
committee discu sed this University's matriculation requirement
and the sub-commillee chaired by Mr. Buckma!l investigated the
functions of Convocation in other Commonwealth Univer ities.
The Warden paid tribute to the valuable report received fron'
these sub-committees.

B. W. ROOS

Ban Roos. Lecturer ill Classics, died 011 41h OClober, 1967,
a/ler all illlless eXlellding Ol'er a number of mOlllhs.

Bart Roos joined the University with me in 1960. I had
al ready met him several times when I was Classical Master at The
King's School and he was teaching Greek at Sydney Grammar.
After we were both appointed to Newcastle we planned our course
one summer evening in 1959 on the old School House verandah
at Parramatta looking out to a view full of jacaranda blossom.
This began a happy partnership which only death ha ended.

An essentially shy man, Bart never liked large Latin classe",
but his gifts were particularly stimulating to the small Greek set"
of largely Honours candidates. His vast erudition. hi sharp
sardonic wit at the expense of the commentator - never of a
pupil - his distrust of vague theory and a devouring love of
Homer made him a wonderful teacher of Greek Epic. A devoted
father and husband. he acquired a farm at Bulahdelah for his
large family. The two night he had to spend in town were given
over to long evening classes with part-time Latin tudents. with
whom he showed great care and patience and who afterwards
were his staunchest friend '.

His final illness began on leave at home in Holland, where
he had seen old friend and former teacher' and had re. umed
his Sanskrit scholarship. ow he will leave u no volume expound­
ing the metre and syntax of the Mahabharata, nor any scholarly
memorial beyond one brief paper in the Mnemosyne of Leyden:
but his true book was wrilten in the hearts and minds of his
colleagues and pupils. where he lives on as in that better resurrection
of his devoutly Catholic hope,-R.G.T.

In these days of specialization his academic interests and
skills were refreshingly diverse, He was an expert not only in
Marston and the Jacobeans generally, but also in Yeats, Joyce,
and in the whole field of American literature, At the time of
his death he was planning books in still other fields, including one
on the technique of the short tory,

Within a department. he was the easiest man to work with.
Ilhough always helpful when asked for advice, he never imposed

his will on his staff. but a sumed that his colleagues were suffici­
ently intelligent and responsible to carry out their duties without
unasked guidance from himself.

Gus Cross loved life. He wa" puzzled by the altitude of
those who did not share his enthusiasm, and distrusted anyone
Who did not welcome all the enjoyments. both mental and physical,
which the world can offer. The most salient characteri tic of his
intense hard work was hi' obvious delight in his subject and his
unfailing belief that the study of literature was the 010 t enriching
and rewarding of activitie·.

CONVOCATION

The first meeting of the Convocation of The University of
NewcM.tle wa held in the Main Lecture Theatre of the University
on Friday, 10 M arch. J967.

The term of office of Member of the Council pre'ently
representing Conv cation expires on 30 June next.

The notice announcing the holding of elections and calling
for nominations will appear in the Public Notices Columns of
the Newcastle Morning Herald and the Sydney Morning Herald
on 6 April, 1968.

The clo ing date for the receipt of nominations is 9 May 1968.
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