














OBITUARY

In August the University learned with regret of
the death of its Foundation Chancellor, Sir Alister
McMullin, K.C.M.G., Hon.D.Litt.

Sir Alister was appointed to the Council of the
University by the Governor and elected first
Chancellor by the Council in 1966. He was
continuously re-elected until ill-health forced him to
resign in 1977.

As Chancellor of the University of Newcastle
Sir Alister showed a great personal interest in the
work and development of the University. Admitted to
an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters in 1966, he
officiated at the openings of new buildings and
conferring of degrees ceremonies, including those
for the conferring of honorary degrees. He was of
great assistance to the Vice-Chancellor and members
of the senior administrative staff. Over 10 years as
Chancellor he never missed an annual conferring of
degrees ceremony and conferred more than 4,500
degrees on new graduates. He presided over
meetings of the University Council until 1976 when
poor health first prevented him from attending. His
firm, but invariably courteous chairmanship will long
be remembered by those who had the privilege of
being on Council with him and particularly by student
members whom he encouraged with a sympathetic
understanding to play a full and important role.

The Vice-Chancellor read the Lesson at a
Memorial Service for Sir Alister held at the Uniting
Church, Rouchel. The laic Sir AJi,ter McMuflin

FIRST XV UNDEFEATED

The University First Grade Rugby Team's
performance this season was most impressive, the team
being undefeated in the Newcastle district competition.

Moreover, University defeated University College,
Dublin, and drew with Queen's College, Belfast.

The side boasted eight Newcastle representative
players.

Damien Brown completed a tour of New Zealand
with the New South Wales side. Nick Wright was a member
of the Australian Universities team which toured the
United Kingdom.

In the top grade, University won the Newcastle
competition in 1959, 1961, 1962, 1966 and 1984. The first
prade was undefeated on only one previous occasion,
In 1962.

THESIS PUBLISHED

Dr. Ray Williamson, a graduate student in the
Department of Philosophy (1976-1979), has had his Ph.D.
thesis on Hegel published by the State University of
New York Press in their new collection of works In
Hegelian Studies.

The book, Introduction ro Hegel's Philosophy
of Religion (1984), is a substantial contribution to the
renewea interest in the religious significance of Hegel's
philosophy. In an authoritative survey of Hegel's scholar­
ship since 1945, written before the book was published,
Dr. Williamson's Ph.D. thesis was described as the work
in this area which "will finally give us a comprehensive
book that accurately reflects our new understanding of
Hegel" (H. S. Harris, The Hegel Renaissance in the Anglo­
Saxon World, Owl of Minerva, 1983, p.86).

In the Preface to the book, Dr. Williamson pays
particular tribute to his supervisor, Assoc Pro~essor
Bill Doniela: "It was he who launched me on this particular
project and the benefit of his wide knowledge of Hesel,
together with his valuable comments on the manusCrIpt,
have been of immeasurable assistance."

Ray Williamson is currently Rector of St. james
Anglican Church, Morpeth, and a Visiting Lecturer at
St. John's College.
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_ PinUrl'(/ w;,h Ih!'ir ~aach. Mr. Brucl' Wi"on (>Ianding, II'll) are: back row, Geo/I Tifli,ky, Robprr Blyth, Tim Bailey an" Brenl TillsI'. Middle row, Laur;e Hogg,
Sieve lamp" Dam/co Ra/f, lohn Homer and TOI11 Angu, (Caplam). Fron/ row, Co/m Prall, Bill Wdeman, Ken Howa,,/, Grahame Ealher and 5coII Con;nan.
In Ihp vl'ry Ironl" Ick Wnghl.

_PORTRAIT OF
SIR BEDE CALLAGHAN

The Chancellor, Sir Bede Callaghan, as painted by Graeme /l15on.
The Commonwealth Bank commissioned the portrait in
recognition of Sir Bede's distinguished career in banking and
h,s contnbution to the development of the University.
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