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graduation '83

Maltnda Meredlth and three other
graduates from western Samoa
received Bachelor of Arts deg­
rees. Mallnda's father, UIII
Meredlth (at left), a Samoan
public servant, and her fiancee,
Ts Ikuk I, attended the ceremony.
The new graduates from western
Samoa be longed to a grou p wh Ich
enrolled at the University In
1980 under the South Pacific Aid
Programme. Ts Ikukl and two
others are stili studying at the
University.

Dr. Janeen Webb, Secretary of the
Inst Itute of Catho II c Educat Ion
In Me Ibourne, was awarded her
Ph .0. degree. She was congrat­
ulated by her parents.

/

e Praml er of New South Wa Ies,
The Hon. Nevllle Wran, f1;, MLA,
wIth the Chancellor, Sir Bade
Ca I Iaghan, and th e VIce-Chance 1­
lor, Professor George, on Gradu­
ation Day 1983.

Professor Parker

Reflecting on changes he had
seen at Short land over the
near-decade he spent planning
the physical development of
the University, Professor Eric
parker said he had regarded
the coal trains from Wallsend
as the only disadvantage of
the site. "The trains often
failed to surmount the hill
where the Child Care Centre
now stands and sand had to be
placed on the line to give
them tr'lction. The clutter
was dreadfUl", he said. Prof­
essor Parker left the Univer­
sity in July 1982, having been
very involved in two major
tasks during his 25-year car­
eer with the University. He
was the first fUl l-time Lect­
urer in Architecture at New­
castle University Colle
(from 1957 until 1965) an
from 1974 until his retire­
ment, was Professor of Archit­
ecture. In the break between
these two appointments he
undertook the other major
task, planning the developme~
of the University at Short~
land. From the start of the
University's life Professor
Parker and his staff spent a
lot of time looking after the
trees on the site. "We chose
natives when we planted new
trees, because they are in­
separable from the character
of the site. Also, they
thrive 1n this environment and
require mlnimum maintenance",
he said. Professor Parker
first came to Newcastle when
one of hls colleagues at tIJA.
new South Wales University ~
Technology in Sydney, who was
going on study leave, asked
him to give his lectures at
Newcastle University College
one day per week.

Professor Frank Henderson, who
occupied the Chair of Civil
Engineering at the University
for 14 years, retired in Janu­
ary, 1982. The early part of
Frank Henderson's career was
spent at the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Re­
search in New Zealand, with a
short stint in the Army during
the Second World War. Then,
he took up an academic job at
the Uni ver'si ty of Canterbury,
Christchurch, and was appoint­
ed to a Chair in Civil Engin­
eering in 1964. When he took
up his appointment at the Uni­
versity of Newcastle in 1968,
the University was autonomous
and slowly being establ ished
on its present site. The
Faculty of Engineering Complex
was completed soon after Prof­
essor Henderson joined the
University. Civil Engineering
moved from Tighes Hill to
Shortland in 1971. Professor
Henderson's ma in research in­
terest is hydraUlics, Le.
fluid flow, particularly in
rivers and open channels. In
recognition of his service to
the University the Council
conferred the title of Emer­
itus Professor upon him.

•

•

Dr. T.M. Caelli, of the
Department of Psychology, was
appoi,nted to the Killam Mem­
orial Chair in Science in the
University of Alberta in
Canada.

The aims and objects of The
Friends of the University are
perhaps self-tllTldent. It is
an organisation that fosters
an awareness of the University
and its place in the community
and conducts activities, in­
cluding fund-raising, which
promote the interests of the
University. Unlike the Uni­
versity's Convocation, which
is a body composed largely of
graduates, The Friends is a
community group which also has
some graduates and st'!ff as
members. In the last year The
Friends have demonstrated
their' interest in the Uni ver­
si ty by forming an organisat­
ion to run the first Univer­
sity Book Fair from July 30 to
August 6, 1983, conduct succ­
essful art and ceramic exhib­
iti.ons in the Great Hall and
organise the showing of a new
tapestry that was added to the
University's Art Collection.

•

Professor Curthoys

Professor Geoff Curthoys, who
came to Newcastle four years
earlie~ than Professor Parker,
retired as Assoc. Professor in
Chemistry early this year.
The year after Professor Cur­
thoys took up his appotntment
at Newcastle Technical College
he transferred to Newcastle
University College. He g'lve
the College and its successor,
the University, meritorious
service as researcher, teach­
er, unionist and sportsman.
He taught all branches of
Chemistry physic'll, org­
anic, inorganic and analytical
and said, when he retired,
that his greatest reward had
been "the outstanding success­
es achieved by some of his
students". Professor Curthoys
was a member of the Council of
the University from 1978 until
1981. He accepted a prominent
role in Staff Association
activities and was a long­
playing member of the Staff
Cricket Team, the Venerable
Gentlemen.

Three members of the Univer­
sity's academic staff were
appointed to Chairs in other
universities in 1982.

Professor Brian Anderson,
the University's Foundation
Professor of Electrical Engin­
eering, was appointed to the
Chair of Systems Engineering
at the Australian National
University in Canberra.

Dr. A.G. Hassall, of the
Department of English, left to
occupy the Chair in English at
the James Cook University of
North Queensland in Towns­
ville.
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University Cricket
performance was most
sive last season, with
notable "firsts".

The First Grade XI were
premiers, finishing ahead of
Charles town on averages, This
was the Club's maiden First
Grade premiership. In fact,
the Firsts had not previously
reached the semi-finals.

A member of the team,
David Johnston, won the Jimmy
Dickinson Shield, which the
Cricket Association a~ards for
the best batting average in
First Grade. Johnston scored
584 runs and his average was
64.88.

Johnston's innings of 230
not out (against . Hamilton­
Wickham) was a record score in
one afternoon's batting in
District Cricket Association
matches.

The Third Grade team were
also premiers, winning ahead
of Hamilton-Wickham on aver­
ages. This is also the Club's
maiden Third Grade premier­
ship.

A member of the Third
Grade, Al. McKinnon, scored 144
not out against Southern Lakes
and this was a new record inn­
ings for University batsmen
from this grade.

For the first ttme stnce
Fourth Grade was changed from
one-day to two-day cricket,
University Fourth Grade reach­
ed the se~i-finals.

Peter Long's innings of
144 runs against Wallsend was
also an extraordinary achieve­
ment and a new record score
for University batsmen from
this grade.

The Fifth Grade team fin­
ished in second position
equal to our previous
(the 1979-80 season)
defeated Merewether in
final.

John McDonald, with 110
not out, has the achievement
of the first century ever for
University tn Fifth Grade.

Saxon White's batting
average and Joe Drzyzga's
bowling average for the season
topped all performances in the
Fifth Grade competition.

Univerity's all-round
performance resulted in the
Club winning the Club Champ­
ionship (by 13 points from the
strong Belmont Club) for t'1e
first time ever. The Club's
previous best was fifth place.
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