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was making an outstanding
contribution to medical edu­
cation by insisting upon the
inclusion of Behavioural
Science as one of its dis­
ciplines. "That is very un­
common. No other medical
school in Australia has ad­
opted this notion so strong­
ly and there is no other
Chair in the field".

His main research in­
terests are in doctor/pat­
ient communication and the
outcome of such interaction.
"I am also interested in
evaluating health care del­
ivery systems whether
they achieve their goals and
can operate more efficient­
ly".

He has been a recipient
of research grants. from the
Criminology Council and the
NH & MRC.

of natural killer cells. He
has been involved in under­
graduate and postgraduate

medical education for the
last 15 years and savs he
was attracted primarily to
Newcastle because of the
highly innovative medical
education experiment under
way there. A long-term am­
bition of his has been to
pursue a career in academic
surgery jn an environment
where innovation and change
in the way medical education
was carried out was an in­
tegral part of the course
and where the medical school
had a strong commitment to
integration with the commun­
ity.

In May, 1982, Professor
Burton's section took del­
ivery of a flow cytometer
costing approximately $150,
000 to set up, which Prof­
essor Burton is using to
continue his Harvard resear­
ch. The cytometer uses a
laser to permit the operat­
ors to examine lymphocytes
and other cells in the bloorl
of patients. The cytometer
is driven by a computer,
which also correlates the
data supplied.

In Professor Burton's
own words: "I am using this
machine to study lymphocytes
and other cells in the blood
of patients with cancer, and
other diseases. This new
technology is based on the
marriage of the two ~reatest

technical advances in tech­
niques in immuniology this
century, namelv immuno flu­
orescence flow cytometry and
hybridomas producing mono­
clonal antibodies".

try to provide stUdents of
the medical school with
skills such as understanding
society and the family and
training them in perso~al

skills so that they become
more effective, caring doct­
ors".

"We provide Social Sci­
ence inputs where and when
they seem to be required
through the medical course.
We try to teach that they
should not treat merely dis­
ease, but an individual who
has a sickness. They should
also remember that the pat­
ient has other family mem­
bers and the disease has
psychosocial impacts upon
them as well as the pat­
ient".

Professor Sanson-Fisher
wanted to make clear that
the Newcastle Medical School

ified as a member of the
Royal Australasian College
of Physicians in 1971, and a
Fellow of the Royal Austral­
asian College of Surgeons in
1972.

He left Australia in
1973 to spend a year with
Sir Brian Barrett Boyes in
the Cardiothoracic Surgical
Unit at Greenlane Hospital,
Auckland, New Zealand, as a
Fellow in Cardiovascular
Surgery. He returned to
Melbourne to begin his grad­
uate stUdies in immunology
at the WaIter & Eliza Hall
Institute of Medical Resear­
ch. For more than three
years he pursued studies in­
to T-cell responses to tum­
our associated antigens,
which led to the successful
submission of a Ph.D. thesis
to Melbourne University in
1977.

During the period at
Harvard Uni versi ty, he pur­
sued basic research studies
in t!:'ansplantation and tum­
our biology, with particular
emphasis on T-lymphocyte re­
sponses. In 1978, he was
awarded the M.D. degree from
Melbourne University for re­
search into bacterial sepsis
following colorectal surg­
ery. Whilst at the Massach­
usetts General Hospital he
was involved in teaching
clinical surgery to Harvard
medical undergraduates, and
in the surgical treatment of
patients with peripheral
vascular disease and renal
transplantation.

He has an international
reputation in the fields of
monitoring of human T-cell
responses in renal trans­
plantation and the biolo~y

and effectively and, hope­
fUlly, with a greater degree
of humanity", savs Professor
Sanson-Fisher.

"On the other slde you
are trying to ·examine what
the medical profession is
doing and the impact it is
having on the community".

One of the problems he
faces is the public's con­
fused attitude towards Be­
havioural Science. "It is
often confused with psychol­
ogy and sociology. However,
the magical words are 'in
relation to medicine'.
Really it is the application
of knowledge from the social
sciences to the study of
medical problems and the
medical profession itself".

Another area with which
he is obviously concerned is
in medical evaluation. "We

~ Professor Burton

Sciences in the Facul ty of
Medicine at the University
of Newcastle. He comes to
the University from Harvard,
where he had worked for more
than four years in the De­
partment of Surgery at the
Massachusetts General Hos­
pi tal, reaching the rank of
Assistant Professor of Surg­
ery.

Professor Burton was
educated at Melbourne Uni­
versi ty and obtained his
MBBS degrees in 1967. He
was a Resident and Registrar
at the Royal Melbourne and
Royal Children's Hospitals
between 1968 and 1972, ex­
cept for a year spent as a
Research Fellow in the De­
partment of Surgery at the
Royal Mel bourne Hospi ta 1.
He was awarded the degree of
B.Med.Sc. in 1970 and qual-
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Professor Robert Burton, who
was born in Melbourne in
1943, has taken up the Foun-

_dation Chair of Surgical

Professor Sanson-Fisher

Neal was transferred to
Newcastle Technical College.
His University undergraduate
career opened when he enrol­
led in the Bachelor of Com­
merce degree course at New­
castle University College
and, in 1964, he graduated
wi th an Honours Class I de­
gree and the University
Medal.

He accepted a lecture­
ship in Economics at the
University College in Janu­
ary, 1965. At that time
Economics was headed by
Warren Hogan and the staff
members included Brian
Johns, Barry Gordon and Bill
Sheehan.

Neal was awarded the
degree of Doctor of Philos­
ophy in 1976 for work which
included a thesis on the
topic' Towards the Theory 0_

Professor Robert Sanson
Fisher, who took up his
appointment as Professor of
Behavioural Sciences in Re­
lation to Medicine at the
University in 1981, obtained
his academic qualifications
at the University of Western
Austral ia. His B. Psych.
(Hons.) degree was co~pleted

in 1967 and his Clinical. M.
Psych. degree in 1969. In
1978 he was awarded the deg­
ree of Ph.D.

Professor Sanson-Fishe r

sees part of his role as
trying to assist the future
doctors to become adequate
practitioners and at the
same time attempting to
evaluate their impact on the
community.

"On one side you are
providing doctors with some
techniques which will enable
them to achieve their ob­
jectives more efficiently
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PROFESSOR
SANSON-FISH

Dr. Dickinson, a Senior
Lecturer in Economics, was a
member of Senate, Treasurer
of the Sports Union and Dep­
uty Director of the Instit­
ute of Industrial Economics
when he died unexpectedly at
the age of 53.

The two main thrusts of
his academic work were In­
dustry Economics and Macro­
economics, although for many
years he was also respons­
ible for the teaching of
Welfare Economics.

He was educated at
North Strathfield and Summer
Hill Primary Schools and at
Fort Street Boys' High Sch­
ool. He left school at 14
and worked as a copy boy at
a newspaper office in Syd­
ney. He enrolled at a
coaching college and passed
the Leaving Certificate at
15.

Dedicated to long-
distance running as a member
of Western Suburbs Athletics
Club, he went overseas to
see the Olympic Games in
Finland in 1952. About this
time while working for
Shell Oil, he obtained a
teaching post with the De­
partment of Technical Edu­
cation. Late in the 1950s

HEAL DICItIHSOH

develop and believe parts 01

others that they did not see
in themselves and that for
many of us he broug1lt out
potentials and opened path­
ways that we would not have
otherwise seen, and in this
way he changed not only the
terrain of the social stru­
cture in which he lived, but
the lives and pathways of
the people with whom he was
involved", Professor Raphael
said.
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unity medicine, was too
great for a man of David
Maddison's vision to resist.

"Shortly afterwards",
the Vice-Chancellor said,
"David set out on the first
of his many trips overseas
on behalf of the University,
to assess innovative medical
schools in Israel, Europe
and North America and to
search for the staff who
would share his dreams and
meet his exacting standards
as future colleagues.

"It was said of Chris­
topher Wren: if you wish to
see his memorial, look
around you. As we look
around today at the Faculty,
its staff and students, its
bUildings and facilities,
its stature and reputation
and its spirit of commit­
ment, we see a living, dyn­
amic tribute not only to one
man's vision, but also to
talents of leadership far
beyond the ordinary".

Professor Raphael ob­
served that David Maddison's
career in Psychiatry was
very much a reflection of
David the man, for he saw
here, as on so many other
occasions, the needs for the
human and underprivileged
segment of the community and
patients with whom he work­
ed.

She noted the memories
people had expressed and the
tributes paid to him.

"Throughout these many
tributes some words occur
again and again. His hones­
ty, his integrity, his hum­
anity, his liveliness, his
intellect, his warmth.

"All those who knew him
saw him as a passionate man,
passionately involved in
life. It would be also true
to say that he was a very
whole person.

"He was a man who knew
and understood the complex
range of human dreams and
desires", Profesor Raphael
said, "the power of the in­
stinct, the humanity of
these drives, their creativ­
ity and their destructive­
ness.

"He knew and related to
others with an awareness of
their humanity in these ter­
ms.

"He understood and did
not shut out from his vision
greed, envy, ambi tJ on, ten­
derness, lust, love and many
other feelings and behav­
iours that were so much a
part of human beings.

"It is said by so many
who were involved with him
that one of his very special
characteristics was his cap­
acity to open up, bring out,



"all-rounder"

On such famous wickets of English university cricket a'
Arundel Castle (Oxford) and Fenner's (Ca.bridge), Universit
of Ifewcastle student Cameron Ross is doing his bit, along
with others in the Combined Australian Universities touring
team. Cameron is an Arts student who plays with the Univer­
sity first grade team. A former Cardiff-Boolaroo junior, he
was selected on account of his showings as an all-rounder.
The team is playing an ll-match tour of the United ~ingdo

and is scheduled to return to Australia at the end of June.

COMMUN/TV
SUPPORT

The Chancellor addresses
the inaugural .eeting of
The Friends of the Univer­
sity.

At a public meeting in the
·Council Chambers of Newcast­
le City Hall, the new group,
The Friends of the Univer­
sity, was formed.

The meeting was chaired
jointly by the Lord Mayor of
Newcastle, Alderman Joy
Cummings, and ~he Chancellor
of the ~University, Sir Bede
Callaghan. •

The support group's
constitution, devised by a
Steering Committee, was app­
roved by the meeting.

The constitution deals
wi th the role and function
of The Friends of The Uni­
versity, its membership,
government, office-bearers,
meetings, funds and dissol­
ution.

The objects, as ex­
plained in the constitution,
are to foster an awareness
of the University and its
place in the communi ty and
to conduct activities, in­
cluding fund-raising, which
promote the interests of the
Univerliity.

The Friends are com­
posed of people who support
these objects. The member­
ship fee is $5.

A number of activities
have been arranged by The
Friends. The first function
organised was the preview
showing an item recently
added to the University's
art collection a 12ft.
long tapestry depicting
something of an academic
procession, hung .in t~e -foy­
er of the Great Hall.

The tapestry is a stun­
ning work by Mary and Larry
Beeston and greatly' enlivens
the entrance to the main
auditorium.

A donation of.~600 was
made to Tl}.e Friends by the
Hunter Valley Branch of the
Federation of University
Women. Mrs. Gwen Hamilton
handed over the cheque and
explained that the money had
been derived from the Town
and Gown Dinner last Novemb­
er.

The tapestry was com­
missioned by the University
an~ cost $3,000.
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