

















Grant Long, world windsurfing champion

In  that famous resort for
American tourists, The Bahamas,
University of Newcastle student
Grant Long recently achieved an
Australian "first" - he won the
World Windsurfing Championship
in the heavyweight division.

Grant, who is a Mechanical '
Engineering student, is a trainee
engineer  with Australian Wire
Industries Pty. Ltd.

Before beginning his University
course Grant was a student at
Newcastle Technical High School.

The World Windsurfing Champion-
ships were inaugurated in 1977 in
Sardinia. They are held annually
in heavyweight, light-
heavyweight, medium weight and
lightweight divisions.

Grant, who is  Captain of
Belmont Bay Windsurfing Fleet,
attempted to win titles in
Mexico in 1978 and Greece last
year without success. He was
Australian Heavyweight Wind-
surfing Champion in 1979 and
this year. He narrowly beat a
French opponent to first place
at the titles in The Bahamas.

The titles consisted of seven
heats, with the competitors
selecting their best five result.

Grant had to beat his French
rival in the final heat to give
him the necessary points margin.
He finished with 26.7 to the
Frenchman's 28.7, with former
world title-holder Andus Foyen,
of Norway, in third place.

Grant shifted « from sailing 470
class boats to windsurfing three
and a half years ago.

The world champion training in
Belmont Bay, Lake Macquarie
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