










Two founders of the University

Emeritus Professor Ellyett

W.G.M.

It is difficult in a short space
to do justice to Geoff's many
personal qualities. lt is perhaps
best to say simply that he was
the kindest, and, though he liked
to pretend otherwise, most
tolerant of men.

Professor Cranfield

History Teachers' Association for
many years, organised numerous
Association conferences, and
spoke frequently to teachers and
pupils in schools.

the New South Wales University
of Technology; two years later
he was promoted Senior
Lecturer; and in 1956 he
transferred to the Newcastle
University College, becoming an
Associate Professor in 1961 and
serving as Acting Head of the
Division of Arts in 1963-64.
When the University became
independent Geof!. Was appointed
Professor of Modern History: he
remained Head of Department
until 1978.

Geof!. was always an inspiration
to his Department and a staunch
defender of scholarly standards.
To both his students and his
colleagues he brought the
intellectual flavour of the
Cambridge History School in one
of its great periods. He was a
superb lecturer, and was always
ready to help his students,
always anxious to further the
work, and the careers, of his
colleagues. His last visit to the
University, when he knew he was
dying, was for just such a
purpose. His own research,
which produced two major books
and numerous scholarly papers,
was of the highest order, and he
combined his scholarship with a
lively sense of the need to share
it with the community, and
particularly the schools. He was
president of the Newcastle

After the war he won an
exhibition to Queens' College,

bridge, taking a first in
9, becoming a Queens'

Foundation Scholar and being
awarded a Ph.D. for a thesis on
the eighteenth-century press. In
July 1952 he joined the staff of

Obituary
Professor Geoffrey Alan
Cranfield, Foundation Professor
of Modern History, died of
cancer on May 30, 1980. After
being seriously ill in 1977 he
seemed to have fully recovered.
A sudden deterioration in his
health and his death within a
fortnight came, therefore, as a
profound shock to his colleagues.

Geoff. Cranfield was born near
London on August 29, 1920.
Educated at Whitgift School, he
joined the Royal Navy early in
the war and served first in a
corvette on Atlantic convoy and
then in a mobile shore radar
detachment in a long series of
landings in Italy. Though he
seldom talked of his war service,
except cynically and facetiously,
he in fact had a hard war. The
cynicism he affected was, as his

4tiends knew, only part of a
itive man's reaction to the
dy shambles of the Italian

campaign.

University College. He became
Foundation Professor when the
University was established.

Before retiring Professor Ellyett
had twice been a member of the
Council elected by Professors. On
his retirement the Council conferred
the title of Emeritus Professor upon
him. Although he and his wife live
on a small farm near Gosford, he
manages to maintain close links
with the University. He is a
member of Standing Committee of
Convocation and has rejoined the
Council as a member elected by
Convocation.

Emeritus Professor Nashar

Clif Ellyett graduated from the
University of Canterbury, New
Zealand, M.Sc. in 1937 with double
honours in Chemistry and Physics.
A scholarship enabled him to go to
the University of Manchester in
England in 1946 to study for a
Ph. D., which he received in 1949.

Dr. Ellyett was an academic at the
University of Canterbury before he
transferred across the Tasman in
1964 to take up his appoi ntment as
Professor of Physics at Newcastle

Since retiring and having the title
of Emeritus Professor conferred
upon her, Professor Nashar, who is
a former World President of the
International Federation of Business
and Professional Women, has
continued to serve the community
in a number of capacities. She is
a member of the Board of Royal
Newcastle Hospital, supervises the
hospital's Family Care and
Volunteer Group and is a member
of the Council of the New South
Wales Institute of Technology.

Seventy-five years on the staffs of
universities was the combined
service Professor Beryl Nashar and
Professor Clif Ellyett left behind
them when they retired in 1980.

Beryl Nashar lived in Newcastle as
a girl and later graduated from the
University of Sydney with first
class honours and the University
Medal. From a Demonstrator with
the University of Tasmania in 1949,
she was invited by that University
to enrol for a Ph.D. degree and
then went to Cambridge on a
Rotary Foundation Fellowship (the
first Australian woman to be
selected). She joined the staff of
Newcastle University College as a
Lecturer in Geology in February,
1955, and was appointed Foundation
Professor when the University
became autonomous on January 1,
1965.

Robinson, Reproductive Medicine

Professor Robinson holds a B.Sc.
(Anatomy) degree with First Class
Honours and M.B., B.Ch. and
B.A.O. degrees in Queens
University, Belfast.

Professor Boulton

Dr. Boulton's interest in the
population aspects of child health
is particularly appropriate to the
community-oriented approach to
teaching and clinical practice of
our Medical School and it is
expected that he will make a major
contribution in developing the
clinical paediatric unit at the
Mater Hospital and in the
developing of child health services
in the Hunter Region.

Prior to beginning duties at the
University of Newcastle he was a
Lecturer in Paediatrics in the
University of Adelaide (Senior
Lecturer, 1979), with appointments
to the Adelaide Children's Hospital
and the Queen Elizabeth and Queen
Victoria Hospitals. He had visited
paediatric centres in Britain and
Scandinavia and spend a year's
study leave in the University of
Oslo in 1979-80.

then moved to Melbourne and
served there in various capacities
until January, 1975, including a
year as Lecturer and Research
Fellow in the University
Department of Paediatrics, Royal
Children's Hospital.

Professor Boulton received his
paediatric training in Australia and
his clinical subspeciali ty interest is
endocrinology, with particular
reference to diabetes and growth
disorders. After his surgical
residency in Edinburgh, he did his
paediatric residency at the Princess
Margaret Hospital for Children in
Perth, Western Australia (1970-71),
followed by a year as neonatal
registrar at King Edward Memorial
Hospital for Women in Perth. - He

Professor John Boulton, who is 36,
has taken up his Foundation Chair
of Paediatrics in the Faculty of

edicine at the University of
.ewcastle. He had worked in the

University of Adelaide for five
years.

Profesor Boulton was educated at
Edinburgh University, obtaining his

Se. (Hon.) degree in 1967 and his
.B., Ch.B. degrees in 1969. In

1973 he obtained his Membership of
the Royal College of Physicians,
Australia, and his Fellowship of the
same College in 1977. He was
awarded the degree of Doctor of
Medicine from Edinburgh University
in 1980.

Professor John Boulton, Paediatrics

of the fetus. In particular he was
experimenting with inter-uterin
growth retardation in an attempt t
understand factors which restrict
fetal growth when placental growth
is restricted. He has also been
interested since first going to
Oxford in sleep state and breathing
movements of the fetus.

a Zoologist who
degree in Animal

Dr. Falconer is
holds a Ph.D.
Physiology.

Professor Robinson left Oxford and
returned to Belfast in 1973 for 12
months during part of which he
was Registrar in Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at the Royal Maternity
Hospital and the Royal Victoria
Hospital.

He explained that his principal
research interest had centred
around the growth and development

him a recognised authority on the
management of high risk pregnancy.
They are working largely with
pregnant sheep and one of their
first tasks, according to Professor
Robinson, has been to establish an
assay for somatomedins, i.e. family
of growth factors, rather like
insulin.Professor Robinson, who is 38, took

up his Foundation Chair of
Reproductive Medicine this year.

A native of Northern Ireland,
Professor Robinson had carried out
research at the Nuffield Institute
for Medical Research in Oxford for
the last 10 years, except for a
one-year break.

At the University of Newcastle he
and Dr. J. Falconer, a Professional
Officer, are continuing experiments
as part of research which has
earned Professor Robinson a
substantial international reputation
as a fetal physiologi3t and made

The Faculty had chosen to use
Reproductive Medicine rather than
the more conventional Obstetrics
and Gynaecology.

"My interest in the Foundation
Chair of Reproductive Medicine was
first aroused by the title", says
Professor Jeffrey Robinson,
newly-appointed Professor in the
Faculty of Medicine at the
University of Newcastle.

Professor Jeffrey



Grant Long, world windsurfing champion
In that famous resort for
American tourists, The Bahamas,
University of Newcastle student
Grant Long recently achieved an
Australian "first" - he won the
World Windsurfing Championship
in the heavyweight division.

Grant, who is a Mechanical
Engineering student, is a trainee
engineer with Australian Wire
Industries Pty. Ltd.

Before beginning his University
course Grant was a student at
Newcastle Technical High School.

The World Windsurfing Champion­
ships were inaugurated in 1977 in
Sardinia. They are held annually
in heavyweight, light­
heavyweight, medium weight and
lightweight divisions.

Grant, who is Captain of
Belmont Bay Windsurfing Fleet,
attempted to win titles in
Mexico in 1978 and Greece last
year without success. He was
Australian Heavyweight Wind-
surfing Champion in 1979 and
this year. He narrowly beat a
French opponent to first place
at the titles in The Bahamas.

The titles consisted of seven
heats, with the competitors
selecting their best five result.

Grant had to beat his French
rival in the final heat to give
him the necessary points margin.
He finished with 26.7 to the
FrenChman's 28.7, with former
world title-holder Andus Foyen,
of Norway, in third place.

Grant shifted ,. from sailing 470
class boats to windsurfing three
and a half years ago.

The world champion training in r~:¥:;;........""'£'__

Belmont Bay, Lake Macquarie

$.38,847 for the new project
of Professor A. Antonia and
Dr. J. Chambers, of the
Department of Mechanical
Engineering, in connection
with Transfer Processes in
Turbulent Shear Flows.

ARGC grants
The University of Newcastle
attracted grants totalling $388,210
from the Australian Research
Grants Committee for research
programmes in 1981. The grants
will fund 40 projects, including
22 new proposals.
The largest grants were:

•

• $37,610 for
project of
M60re and
Associate

the continuing
Professors J.

B. Anderson and
Professor A.

•

Cantoni, of the Department
of Electrical Engineering, in
connection with Control of
Communications Systems
Analysis and Synthesis.

$28,018 for the new project
of Associate Professor R.
Cooney, of the Department
of Chemistry, in connection
with Carbon Overlayer
Electrodes.


