














10 THE GAZETTE

NOVEMBER, 1976

In July, University Rugby Club celebrated its first 21 years at a dinner in Edwards Hall

attended by more than 200 guests. The actual anniversary was 1975, but the celebration was

deferred until the Club completed an official history. Copies of the book were presented to
guests at the dinner.

Above: The Vice-Chancellor made a presentation to Mr Brian O’Shea in recognition of his
services to the Club as life member, prop, goal-kicker and Captain.

At right, top: Mr O’ Shea christens the presentation.

At right, below: The wench and Officer who greeted guests at the Evening in Colonial
Sydney Town. They are students, Rosemary Hall and Neil Dawes.

Below: Enjoying the lively atmosphere on the dance floor are Kay and Brian Relf.

RETURN TO COLONIAL
TIMES

Convocation’s annual reunion for grad-
uates of the University was, in the words
of a guest, “something else”. The distinc-
tiveness was inspired by the theme — “An
Evening in Colonial Sydney Town”.

The accoutrements for the function in-
cluded outfits from the Regency period
(for soldiers, convicts, wenches, etc.) and
the Maitland Bush Band provided music for
Colonial ballads and dancing.

The chef presented “a repast of foods
dressed in the Colonial style from the
authentic recipes used in Rosetta Stabler’s
Eating House, Old Sydney Town".

“The Victuals” shown on the menu were:

Governor Phillip Soup,
Drunken Loaf and vegetables in season

(Raffald’s 1787 recipe),

Olde English Apple Pie and Cream,

Cheese and Biscuits,

Earl Grey Tea or Coffee, and

Mints and Rum Balls (an echo from the
time when the Colony’s only currency
was rum).

“The Beverages” included ales, cider,
mead and port wine and imported varieties
of snuff were provided together with the
advice: “We provide this fermented and
powdered tobacco for the use of all the
gentry — and add the warning that it is a
health hazard!”

The dancing too presented a contrast
with previous annual reunions for graduates.
“The Ministrels” (the Maitland Bush Band)
organised couples for jigs, reels and other
lively dances popular in pioneer days.




