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BIRTHDAY21st

University Rugby Club will hold its 21 st
Anniver~ary Dinner in Edwards Hall at the
University of Newcastle on the evening of
July 17.

All past ~e~bers of the club and sup­
porters are inVIted to attend the special
celebrations.

The Club is publishing a history which
will be released at the Dinner.

A total of 81 foolscap pages have been
collected, together with photographs, and
the book is currently in the press.

Mr. Brian O'Shea, a veteran forward
with the Club, who is President of the Uni­
versity Sports Union, will be guest speaker
at the Anniversary Dinner.

Further information about the Dinner
can be obtained from Mr. H. Bradford. at
the University, or the Club Secretary (Mr.
Roger Zimmerman, Tel. N'cle 57 1327).

THE GAZETTE

Membership of the University's Blues "Club" numbers 73 following the presentation, by the
Vice-Chancel/or, of jive blues 'at a dinner in Edwards Hall on March 19. The recipients
(from left): Terrence McLennan (squash), Glyn Cox (atl1letics), Graeme Walsh (Rugby

Union), Pam Haze/wood and Robyn Fel'llley (women's hockey).

"Convocation is now a very large enter- cation directly with the Council or Senate
prise indeed, with some 5,000 members; it on any matter affecting the University -
handles its own financial affairs, having powers which it holds under the By-laws.
taken over last year an account previously This is an area of very great weight and
held by, the Univer~ity.; and as the an area which, in my experience, we' hav
~reasur~r,s report has IndIcated, the finan- entered hardly at all. It is not only
CI~! posItIon IS extremely sound. . llreat privilege, but. a great responsibility,-

We now have a Graduate Affairs It makes ConvocatIOn, as a former Vice-
Officer (Mr. John Armstrong) who looks Principal once put it, potentially the most
after a great deal of Convocation's liaison powerful body in the University.
with its me!TIbers a!ld the wide~ community "To fulfil this task properly, Convocation
on a part-tIme baSIS. Our act/re member- must rely on two things: firstly its
~hip is under~tan~ably small, ~s is t~e case credibility with the University autho;'itiesA
In every Umverslty C~nvocatIon, SInce so We shall not gain this by rushing in an,-
many members are dIspersed throughout expressing an opinion to Council or Senate
Australia and overseas (1 might interpolate on every matter under the sun' it is a
here that the questionnaire to graduates has responsibility which must be exer~ised with
surprised me by .the number of responses restraint, for .our credibility relies very
that have come ID from Newcastle gra,du- largely on preCIsely the restraint with which
ates ID all parts of the world). But I thIDk, that power is exercised. But it is an area
despite a relative.ly smal! active membership, in which perhaps we could have done more,
that we can claIm a hIgh level of support and for that 1 confess to some sense of
and interest," Professor Dutton said. regret.

"In terms of . level of activity, we need "Secondly, we rely on our credibility with
make no apologies for ~he fact that ~e a~e graduates themselves. And this type of
probably the most actIve ConvocatIOn ID matter is notoriously difficult to measure.
Austraha. In terms of how we are seen All I can say is that the success of our
by the Uniyersity, I believe we cannot rely financial appeals, of our request for contri-
on automatIc accel?tanc,e but need constantly butory membership subscriptions, and the
~o show the Umverslty that. we are. an response to the graduate questionnaire lead~

IDt,~gral and valuable part of Its t~tal hfe. me to believe that .we have the support 0
When I took on the WardenshIp, I had our members; and If attendance at business

some misgivings as to the propriety or a meetings is not always all it could be the
member of the academic staff undertaking success of our special functions is redtark-
such an office. The last two years have ably gratifying."
confirmed that disquiet, and indeed I have The Secretary (Mr. E. J. Buckman) and
become more acutely aware than ever of the the Treasurer (Mr. G. Mitchell) presente_
disadvantage of being both an employee of their respective reports. Convocation'
the institution and at the same time the bank balance at the time of the Annual
spokeman for a body which has as one of Meeting was in excess of $5000.
its vital roles that of criticising the
institution.

"When I look back over these last two
years, I believe that this dichotomy has in
many ways limited my usefulness to Con­
vocation - for the two hats have not sat
easily, particularly at times when I have
felt, as Warden, that the University was
being hard, or unjust, or unappreciative of
Convocation, and yet at the same time have
seen Convocation's activities against the
background of other pressing priorities with­
in the University. I trust that, in this
respect, you will be better served by my
successor, and that Convocation will take
on its full role in the counsels of this
institution.

"Let us not forget that Convocation.
which is now the most numerous group of
people comprising the University, has the
right to discuss and pronounce an opinion
on any matter whatsoever relating to the
University, and to enter into communi-

WARDEN OF CONVOCATION

Mr. Relf.

Elected at Convocation's annual meeting
on June 3, Mr. Relf succeeds Professor Ken
Dutton, Professor of French, who, following
his two-year term as Warden, did not pre­
sent himself for re-election.

Mr. Relf, who is well-known in Newcastle
business, surveying, Boy Scout and Rotary
circles, was a member of Standing Com­
mittee of Convocation from 1973 to 1976.

Addressing the members of Convocation
present, the retiring Warden spoke of the
continuing role within the university of
Convocation, which was an extraordinarily
active and successful organisation.

"When I became Warden in 1974, there
were a number of new initiatives already
in hand, thanks largely to the vision and
hard work of my predecessor, Warren
Derkenne. The work so well begun in 1974
has since been brought to fruition, in the
success of the Auchmuty Library Appeal
and in the first presentation of the Newton­
John Award last year.

"The traditional Convocation activities of
long standing have been continued by the
outgoing Committee in a more than satis­
factory way. Tickets for the annual
Graduation Ball continue to be sold out
well before the event - a measure of the
enthusiasm of graduands for this fitting
culmination of what is a great event in
their lives. The Convocation seminars
continue to be held, on matters of public
concern; those on the future of the Uni­
versity environment in 1974 and on Drama,
Education and Society in 1975 were well
attended and their proceedings published
with the kind assistance of TUNRA Ltd.

"But in addition to this, we have instituted
a large number of new ventures, again with
a success-rate which has been, I must
admit, somewhat surprising - and exreme­
ly encouraging.

"Last year saw the first Newcastle Lecture,
in which, as you know, Sir Garfield Barwick
was our distinguished speaker.

"Another new activity has been the Ball
for Graduates, which has brought together
many students from the earlier days of the
University and College, and which is to be
continued this year in a modified and even
more enticing form.

"Our questionnaire to all graduates of the
University, enquiring as to their career since
graduation, has brought a high level of
response and provided information not only
of interest but of great potential use.
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Mr. Brian Relf, a BA graduate who is
Business Manager of a Newcastle firm of
consultant surveyors, is the new Warden
of Convocation.


