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Many non-human animal beings (hereafter animals) have rich and deep
emotional lives. This is the premise from which | begin, asking not if

some animals experience emotions but rather asking why they have evolved
what are emotions good for and why do they matter. There are hard
scientific "facts” that I call "science sense" - and good anecdotes and
common sense - that lead to the reasonable conclusion that individuals of
many species experience emotions including joy, grief, anger, resentment,
jealousy, and, love. In the spirit of Charles Darwin's emphasis on
evolutionary continuity, it is not only right, but also good science, to

draw this conclusion. It also is consistent with the precautionary

principle, namely, that we really do know enough right now to accept that
some animals experience rich and deep emotions - that they may indeed
exclaim "Wow! or "My goodness" as they go through their days enjoying some
activities and also experiencing enduring pain and suffering at the hands

of humans. Dogs and other animals also are empathic and moral beings.

In my presentation | conclude not only that individual animals matter but

so does what they feel. Surely, a whimpering dog, a playing wolf having

fun on the run, and a grieving chimpanzee or elephant feel something.
They're not unfeeling objects. And what animals feel matters very much as
they try to negotiate their lives in a human-dominated and often abusive
world in which they are mere pawns in our incessant and obsessive attempts
to manage their lives for our and not their benefit. We must remember that
"this land is their land too™" as we "redecorate nature,” moving animals

from here to there and intruding on their lives as we build homes, parking
lots, and shopping malls.

We owe it to all individual animals to make every attempt to come to a
greater understanding and appreciation for who they are in their own
worlds. And, when we're not sure about what they're feeling, we should
leave them alone. Quite often good welfare isn't good enough - offering
animals food, a bed, and health insurance just isn't sufficient. They
deserve more and we can always do better. This sort of respect will go a
long way toward ending, once and for all, the unnecessarily cruel
treatment to which far too many non-consenting individuals are subjected
each and every second of each and every day.
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