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Consent Form – sample content

Insert details at shading.  Blue text provides guidance.

Do not include shading or blue text in your submission.



[Letterhead – same as that used for the Information Statement]

[Chief Investigator / Project Supervisor name]
[School / Faculty / Organisation]
[Address]
[Telephone and Fax]
[Email address]
Consent Form for the Research Project:
[Project title – same as used on Information Statement]
[Names of researchers]
Document Version [number];  dated [dd/mm/yy]
The version number and date must be updated each time a new version is submitted for ethics approval.

I agree [or, I agree for my child ……….] to participate in the above research project and give my consent freely.  

I understand that the project will be conducted as described in the Information Statement, a copy of which I have retained.

I understand I [or my child] can withdraw from the project at any time, [eg up to the point of publication] and do not have to give any reason for withdrawing.

I consent to [provide a simple dot point list of what the participant is being asked to do].  Eg, 

· completing a questionnaire;  
· participating in an interview and having it recorded;

· providing a 10ml blood sample;

· the researchers accessing my medical records to extract information on …...
I understand that my personal information will remain confidential to the researchers [if applicable in the case of illegal behaviour, add except as required by law].
I have had the opportunity to have questions answered to my satisfaction.

Where a participant has the option of participating in one, or more than one, component of a project, the Consent Form should identify each component and have a Yes/No option for each so it is clear to the participants that they have a choice and it is clear to the researchers as to what the participants are consenting to.  This also applies to identifying participants in reports, publication or production using recordings, and archiving material, as well as an option to receive a copy of the study results.

Print Name:
___________________________________________________________________

Add Contact Details if there is to be further contact with the participant, eg to arrange an interview etc.

Signature:
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________  Date: _________________________

Where children / young people are of a sufficient age that they could sign a consent form, or might want to record their consent, the following section should be added.  In low risk research involving young people it could be appropriate for the young person to give the primary consent with supporting consent from their parent/guardian, in which case the section below would be changed to Consent of Parent / Guardian.


Consent of child / young person < 18 years:
Print Name:
___________________________________________________________________

Signature:
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________  Date: _________________________



Witness to Signature.

Some institutions and ethics committees require that the consent signature is witnessed (and the form signed) by another person who is not the researcher.  This may be advisable in clinical trials where researchers want to establish the extent to which they have informed potential participants about the nature of the trial and the benefits/risks involved.  However, in some cases, having a witness to consent to research participation would compromise the participant’s privacy.  In studies on sensitive topics, for example, participants may not wish others to know of their participation.  Unless specific circumstances make it advisable, HREC does not usually require that consent forms include the signature of a witness.

