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Safety Alert – Laboratory Spills          
BACKGROUND 
The investigation into a recent spill in one of the University’s laboratories identified a 
 number of corrective actions which can be shared so that other areas can be reminded 
of the good practices that need to be in place to manage laboratory health and safety. 

The spill occurred when a container holding a chemical was accidently dropped. 
The response from the laboratory personnel was prompt and consistent with their 
emergency procedures. The spill was contained using the readily located spill kit which 
was disposed of correctly through the University’s waste management provider. 

The laboratory staff were involved with the investigation which acknowledged that staff and students were well aware of the 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) that applied to the task that was being conducted at the time and they had all received 
induction and training. However, some of the documentation relating to the SOPs and the training was out of date or not 
available. 

All laboratory staff and students should review the actions listed in this Safety Alert and check that the recommended procedures 
are implemented and maintained in their laboratory. 

ACTION 
 Check SOPs are readily available and have been reviewed in the last 3 years to ensure they are up to date; 

 Review health and safety induction and ongoing training records to ensure all laboratory staff and students have completed 
the appropriate training for the  laboratory tasks and that the records are readily available; 

 Review the housekeeping in the laboratory to make sure items are stored and labelled correctly and the floor is clear and 
uncluttered; 

 Check that regular safety inspections are being conducted and recorded and that corrective actions arising from the 
inspections are followed through to implementation; 

 Check that the spill kit is readily available and the contents are intact; 

 Check that the eye wash and safety shower are tested regularly; 

 Review waste management procedures to ensure that waste is handled, labeled and stored correctly; 

 If you identify a hazard or experience a near miss involving a hazard in the laboratory please submit an online report 
http://www.newcastle.edu.au/current-staff/working-here/work-health-and-safety/hazards-incidents-and-injuries/online-
incident-reporting. If the hazard also requires corrective action for maintenance or repair please submit a Maximo request 
https://maximo.newcastle.edu.au/maximo/webclient/login/login.jsp?appservauth=true  
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