
Safety Alert  - Safe Riding at UON   
Number 17-02  

 
 

1 BACKGROUND 

UON has received near miss reports reporting cyclists riding too close to a pedestrian when walking on pathways 
at UON. The reports outline cyclists were travelling past very quickly and the pedestrians were unaware a cyclist 
was riding on the path behind them until they could see the cyclist passing.  

Where pedestrians are unaware of an approaching cyclist and the cyclist is travelling at speed,  the risk of contact 
between a cyclist and a pedestrian increases which can result in injury to all parties.  

  

2 ACTION REQUIRED 

The following protocols are in place at UON for cyclists where they are sharing the pathways with pedestrians:  

 Slow down to at least 10km/hour (walking speed) or dismount when riding in action transport zones (e.g. non 

cycle routes) 

 Stopping and walking bikes through high traffic areas e.g. bridges 

 Sound your bell on approaching pedestrians with sufficient time for them to react to the warning 

 Do not cycle within 1 metre of a pedestrian 

 Use the designated bike paths / cycle routes recommended by UON 

 

These protocols are in addition to the requirements that are set out in NSW Government for cyclists which include 

wearing a helmet that meets AS/NZS 2063, the fitting of appropriate lights and reflectors and warning device (e.g. bell 

or horn). Cyclists should also choose the right clothing – for visibility and protection and ensure the bike is maintained. 

Refer to Transport for NSW link for using Shared paths - 

http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicyclists/using_shared_paths.html 

 

If there are questions about cycling on campus of the cycle routes on UON campus’ IFS should be contacted for assistance.  

3 ASSISTANCE 

If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact the Health and Safety Team on 49218847 (x18847) 

or Infrastructure and Facilities Services Ph: 4921 7315. 

http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicyclists/using_shared_paths.html
http://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/176672/cycling-routes-on-campus.pdf

