
  
 

 

 

GUIDE
 

COMMON DESCRIPTIONS OF INFORMATION SOURCES 
 

Students are encouraged to use a variety of sources to research and understand the 

course material they are studying.  As a discipline expert, you can help students by 

teaching them about the different sources they should be looking for when completing 

assessment tasks for your course.  You can also assist students by making them aware of 

the assistance available through the Library website.   

The table below shows common types of descriptions for sources.  If the assessment 

tasks include these words, be sure to explain how students can meet expectations.   

 

Current/recent Specifically define your boundaries for ‘current’ or recent. Do 

you mean current as in this week, this year or this decade? 

Ensure the definition you give students matches that of the 

course coordinator to avoid confusion amongst students. 

Peer reviewed (or 

refereed) journal 

articles 

Explain the process of having experts in the field examine an 

article before it is published to ensure that the research 

described is sound and of high quality.  

Refer students to the Notes for Authors section of a journal to 

determine if it follows the peer review process. 

Popular journals These are geared towards a more general audience and 

available from newsagents. Articles are short and rarely have 

bibliographies (for example Time, The Spectator, The Week). 

Primary sources These provide firsthand information in the original words of 

the creator or eyewitness and may include creative works, 

original documents, reports of original research or ideas. 

Scholarly journals Articles are long, use terminology or jargon of the discipline, 

usually begin with an abstract and include references to other 

scholarly texts (for example The British Medical Journal, 

American Sociological Review, English Literary 

Renaissance). 

Secondary sources These provide information reviews and/or evaluation, analysis 

or interpretations of primary sources. 

Web-based There are many types of online information, including e-

journals, home pages, news groups and more. When you 

discuss web-based resources, be specific about what sort of 

online information you are referring to and how students may 

use it effectively. 

e-journals or  

online journals 

Students may be confused between electronic versions of 

print journal articles they access through the Library’s 

databases, and journal articles that are only available online.  

You can reassure students that as long as the journal’s peer 

review process is robust, the information in the articles should 

be seen as the same quality as any other peer reviewed 

article. 


