
 

‘He paid for God’s work with his life, 
and taught God’s Word 

by his death’ 
 

This epitaph is from a novel that 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was writing in 
prison, and it applies very much to the 
author himself.   It provides the setting 

for this 
conference,  
which has been 
planned to offer 
fresh views on 
his inter-faith 
legacy and 
which is 
intentionally 

timed as a  remembrance of the 75th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht. 
 

Bonhoeffer’s Bible, which he used for 
his daily meditations, became his diary 
for 7-8 November, 1938.  In the margin 
of Ps 74: 7 he wrote, ‘They said to 
themselves, ’Let us destroy them 
altogether.’ They burned down all the 
meeting places of God in the land.’  The 
following verse is underlined: ‘There are 
no signs for us to see; there is no prophet 
left; there is not one among us who 
knows how long.’ 
 

Bonhoeffer called the Jews of Germany 
‘the weakest and most defenceless 
brothers.’  Holding fast by means of 
God’s Word, he spoke out early and 
publicly against Nazism and on behalf of 
the Jews, saying ‘the Church has an 
unconditional obligation to the victims 
of any ordering of society’. 
 

The Church wouldn’t listen, but 
Bonhoeffer speaks to us still. 
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 Conference inquiries:  
 Fr Stephen Moore 
 (02) 4938 9313 
 gresfordparish@bigpond.com 
 

 

The fourth annual Bonhoeffer Conference, held 
as a remembrance on the 75th anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, brings together Jewish and 
Christian thinkers inspired by Bonhoeffer’s 
discipleship, and poses such questions as: 
* Why were German Churches, the Red 

Cross and other humanitarian groups 
silent in the wake of Kristallnacht? 

*  What does Bonhoeffer mean to modern  
 Jews, and why? 
* In what ways does Bonhoeffer show us 

that interfaith relations should be 
based on a return to Scripture? 

‘A 
 

CAUTIOUS  
 

EMBRACE’ 
 
A Christian-Jewish conference reflecting 

on the discipleship and legacy of  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Friday, 28 November 
 

2pm      Welcome - conference chair: the Rev’d Dr 
Bruce Kaye, Anglican theologian, editor, ‘Journal 
of Anglican Studies’. 
 

2.15pm  Official Opening: The Hon. Marie Bashir, 
Governor of New South Wales; patron, NSW 
Council of Christians and Jews. 
 

 
2.30pm   The First 
Parable: Donna Jacobs 
Sife, storyteller (left). 
 
2.45pm   ‘The Sounds of 
Silence: German Churches 
in the Holocaust’ – Prof 
Colin Tatz, visiting 
professor of politics, 
ANU; founding executive 
director, Australian 
Institute for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. 
 
3.45pm  Afternoon tea. 
 

4.15pm  ‘Sisters and Brothers of Jesus Christ: 
Bonhoeffer’s Judaism Revision of Lutheran 
Theology and Practice in the Third Reich’ – Dr 
Christine Winter, Research School of Pacific & 
Asian Studies, ANU, in conjunction with the Rev’d 
Dr John Moses, professorial associate, St Mark’s 
National Theological Centre, ACT. 
 

5.15pm  The Second Parable: Donna Jacobs Sife. 
 

5.30pm  Holy 
Eucharist, St Joseph’s 
Chapel. Celebrant: the 
Rt Rev’d Dr Brian 
Farran, Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of 
Newcastle.  Preacher: the Rev’d Dr Bruce Kaye. 
 

6.30pm  Dinner.  

~8pm   After-dinner conversation: 
‘Curious Obsessions in Religion 
and Science’, hosted by Dr 
Rachael Kohn, ABC producer, 
presenter, ‘The Spirit of Things’. 
 

~9.30pm  Compline, St Joseph’s Chapel. 
 
 

Saturday, 29 November 
 

7.30am    Breakfast.   
 
8.30am   Worship, St Joseph’s Chapel. Leader: the 
Rev’d  Dr Jonathan Inkpin, general secretary, NSW 
Ecumenical Council. 
 
9.15am    ‘From Other to Brother: Bonhoeffer’s 
post-Holocaust Legacy for post-Modern Jews’ – 
Dr Rachael Kohn. 
 
10.15am  Morning tea.  The Third Parable: Donna 
Jacobs Sife. 
 
10.45am  Panel discussion.  Leader: Dr Morna 
Sturrock, editor, ‘Gesher’, the journal of the 
Council of Christians and Jews, Victoria. 
 
~12pm   The Fourth Parable: Donna Jacobs Sife. 
Closing remarks: the Rev’d Dr Bruce Kaye. 

 

 
‘A Cautious Embrace’ 

 

Since the 1960s, when Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life and 
theology started to become widely known through the 
editorial and biographical work of Eberhard Bethge, 
Bonhoeffer has been of interest to Jews and Christians 
with a concern for post-Holocaust interfaith relations.  
Interestingly, Jewish writers seem to have discovered 
Bonhoeffer’s interfaith significance before Christians.  
As early as 1960, prominent Jewish scholars noted that 
Bonhoeffer was one of the modern theologians about 
whom Jews ought to care.  Stephen Haynes, in his 
paper ‘Jewish Responses to Bonhoeffer’ (November, 
2007), delivered at the International Bonhoeffer 
Society, considers Bonhoeffer’s Jewish reception must 
be described as ‘a cautious embrace.’ 

 
 

The University of Newcastle (ABN 15736 576 735) 
 

Please return this form by fax/mail/email 
 

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 19 NOVEMBER 2008 
 
Title & Name:   …………………………………... 
 

Postal address   …………………………………...
             

             …………………………………... 
 

Telephone number: ….…………………………… 
 

Email address:         ……………………………… 
 
Attendance Options (tick your preference): 
□ Registration, meals and   
 single en suite room  $170 
□ Registration, meals and   
 shared en suite room    $150 
□ Registration only   $90 
Meals comprise Friday afternoon tea, the conference 
dinner, Saturday breakfast and morning tea.  High-
standard accommodation at St Joseph’s on the 
foreshore of Brisbane Water is available for Friday 
night only. Delegates also receive a set of the 
speakers’ papers published as conference proceedings. 
 
Cancellations’ Policy: 
All fees refunded in full if you cancel before 14 
November.    No refunds available after that date. 
 
Cheque payment: 
Payment in favour of ‘The University of Newcastle’. 
 
All prices include GST. 
 
Credit card payment (tick your preference): 
□ MCD  □ Visa 
Amount:  $ ……….. Today’s Date: ……….. 

Card expiry date:            .…./.…./…… 

Cardholder’s name:        …………………………. 

Cardholder’s signature:  …………………………. 
 

Office Use Only: GST Code C  Acct # 10.21250-4411 


